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FBI 

Trained 
Dogs on 
Campus 

Program lasted 
from 2006-2010 

By HEATHER BRADY 

Staff Writer 

A young bloodhound named 
Mia bounded across tho lawn in 
front of duPont Hall during the 
spring of 2009, searching for the 
source of the scent she was 
tracking. 

The trail led her to an FBI of- 
ficial hiding in the bushes 
nearby. When she found him, he 
congratulated her with a pat on 
the head, rubbing her behind her 
ears. 

Mia is one of many blood- 
hounds that were trained on 
Mary Washington’s Fredericks- 
burg campus from 2006 to 2010 
in the FBI Laboratory’s Forensic 
Canine Program, which is part 
of the Evidence Response Team 
Unit. 

Supervisory Special Agent 
Rex Stockham, the program’s 
manager, said the training pro- 
gram used UMW’s campus be- 
cause the large amount of 
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UMW Student Chosenfor Freedom Ride 




Senior Charles Reed is the 
the 50th anniversary of the 

By FRANCES WOMBLE 

Staff Writer 

In May 1961, a group of stu- 
dents challenged segregation on 
buses and in terminals through- 
out the South. This May, in con- 
junction with the 50th 
anniversary of these Freedom 



Courtesy of UMW 

only UMW student to be selected for the PBS Documentary commemorating 
Freedom Rides. 



Riders, PBS is sponsoring a 10- 
day bus ride for 40 college stu- 
dents that will retrace the 
Freedom Ride from Washington, 
D.C. to New Orleans. 

University of Mary Washing- 
ton Senior Charles Reed will be 
on the bus. 

“My first reaction was utter 



excitement,” Reed said about 
learning of his acceptance. “I lit- 
erally jumped out of my seat and 
began screaming, shouting and 
dancing. A great sense of pride 
flowed through my body. I’ll 
never forget that day for as long 
as I live. It is a great honor to be 
the only student from UMW and 



Virginia selected for the ride.” 
“Charles is the only student 
on the bus representing a Vir- 
ginia university.” Said George 
Farrar, the associate vice presi- 
dent for university relations. “He 
was selected in a nationwide 

REED, page 9 ► 



Commencement 
Speakers Named 




Courtesy of Johnlewis.house.gov 

Rep. Johd Lewis. 

By SARAH SMITH 

Staff Writer 

The University of Mary 
Washington officially an- 
nounced the graduation speakers 
on Dec. 6 for this year’s gradu- 
ate and undergraduate com- 
mencement addresses, choosing 
speakers that continue UMW’s 
active role in commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the Free- 
dom Rides. 

The two congressmen, John 
Lewis of Georgia and Bob Filner 
of California, both participated 
in the 1961 Freedom Rides and 
have been Civil Rights activists 
throughout their careers and per- 
sonal lives. 

“It’s a thrill, the fact that the 
university has one Freedom 
Rider speaking Friday night and 
another on Saturday. That’s a 
coup,” said class of 1990 alum- 
nus Richard Cooper, who has 
taken an active interest in help- 
ing to secure this year’s gradua- 
tion speakers. 

While President Rick Hurley 
makes the final decision- on who 
will address the graduates, he re- 
ceives input from other mem- 
bers of the university 
community, including alumni, 
according to Chief of Staff Mar- 
tin Wilder. 

“This year [the search] really 
started early on,” Wilder said. 
“We were going to be celebrat- 
ing and commemorating the 
Freedom Rides.” 

By November 2010, the uni- 
versity had already found Lewis 



Congressional Pictoral Directory, 109 

Rep. Bob Filner. 

and was searching for a speaker 
to address the graduate students. 

“Lo and behold, we discov- 
ered there was a second con- 
gressman, [Filner,] who was 
himself a Freedom Rider,” 
Wilder said. “The stars lined up 
and he said yes.” 

Lewis, who will speak to the 
undergraduates on May 7, was 
born into a family of sharecrop- 
pers in 1 940 and organized sit-in 
demonstrations at segregated 
lunch counters in Nashville, 
Tenn., according to his biogra- 
phy on the UMW website. 

He went on to risk his life in 
the Freedom Rides and during 
the mid-1960s was named head 
of the Student Nonviolent Coor- 
dinating Committee. 

According to Associate Vice 
President for University Rela- 
tions and Director of Communi- 
cations George Farrar, Cooper 
was instrumental in bringing 
Lewis in to speak at UMW. 

Cooper worked as James 
Fanner’s student aide and has 
championed the James Farmer 
stamp campaign. 

His involvement with the 
school, especially in helping to 
commemorate great Civil Rights 
leaders, led him to speak with 
Hurley in July 20 1 0 about bring- 
ing in Lewis to speak at com- 
mencement. 

Cooper contacted Lewis’ 
staff to express UMW’s interest 

SPEAKERS page 9 ► 



One-Strike 
At Student- 

By KALYNA JOWYK 

Staff Writer 

The Mary Washington chap- 
ter of Students for Sensible Drug 
Policy (SSDP) held their final 
forum of the semester in Combs 
Hall this past Monday to discuss 
thoughts, suggestions, and ideas 
for changing the face of the Uni- 
versity’s one-strike drug policy. 

The policy “makes it unlaw- 
ful for any person to manufac- 
ture, sell or distribute or possess 
with intent to sell, give or dis- 
tribute any controlled substance, 
imitation controlled substance, 
or marijuana at any time while 
upon the property, including 
buildings and grounds or upon 
property open to public use 
within 1 ,000 feet of University 
property.” 

President Rick Hurley and 
the Vice President of Student Af- 



Drug Policy Addressed 
Run Campus Forum 



fairs, Doug Searcy were among 
the 23 attendees to listen and re- 
spond to the opinions expressed 
at the student forum. 

Hurley distanced his admin- 
istration from the one-strike pol- 
icy, saying that he “inherited the 
policy” and stressing that his ad- 
ministration does not “take own- 
ership of it.” 

“If a significant voice of op- 
position came from the student 
body, it would be brought before 
the board,” Searcy said, while 
suggesting that SSDP get any- 
one they can involved in order to 
push the movement forward, in- 
cluding faculty, students and stu- 
dent organizations. 

According to the Judicial Af- 
fairs and Community Responsi- 
bility section of the University 
of Mary Washington website, 
which details the drug policy 
and sub-policies therein, the 



school was deemed a “drug free 
school zone” on April 11, 1992. 

Under this policy, simple 
possession warrants automatic 
expulsion, according to Searcy. 

Also during the discussion, 
senior Gilmore McLean said, “I 
feel disrempowered as a student 
because we have to keep asking 
the administration what do they 
want, but we are the students 
paying to attend here - it should 
be what we want, and I’m a dis- 
satisfied customer.” 

Though not in attendance on 
Monday, sophomore Josephine 
Appiah counters the change 
SSDP is looking for by saying, 
“I think that, since those drugs 
are already illegal in the federal 
system, the school should abide 
by it with the one-strike policy.” 
This was the first time Hurley 
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College of 
Business 
Plans for 
Changes 

Undergraduate 
school seeks 
accreditation 



By CATHALIJNE 
ADAMS 

Staff Writer 

Starting in the fall, the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington’s 
College of Business will be re- 
quiring that incoming students 
apply to their college separately, 
according to their website. 

This comes among other 
changes as the college pursues 
accreditation from the Associa- 
tion to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AACSB) 
for its undergraduate program in 
an effort to become more com- 
petitive with other colleges of 
business in the region. 

The AACSB accreditation is 
specifically for business schools, 
and is in addition to UMWs ac- 
creditation by the Southern As- 
sociation of Colleges and 
Schools, according to acting 
Dean of the College of Business 
Larry Penwell. 

The College of Business’ 
push for accreditation is happen- 
ing simultaneously to UMW’s 
pursuit for reaccreditaton, ex- 
pected to conclude in 2013. 

Penwell said that the college 
is considering requiring students 
to have at least a 2.5 GPA over- 
all, around a 3.0 GPA in lower- 
level business courses and to 
have completed a certain num- 
ber of business courses before 
being accepted into the college. 

The college is also consider- 
ing making a writing sample or 
an interview a requirement for 
admission. 

Penwell believes that writing 
samples would help ensure that 
students who are admitted to the 
College of Business are able to 
communicate effectively and ex- 
plain why they are interested in 
business. 

An alternative process for ad- 
mission may also be established 
for students who do not quite 
meet the application require- 
ments. Penwell said that they 
will be including the possibility 
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Vandals Uproot Newly Planted Trees 



By EMILY 
MONTGOMERY 

News Editor 

Three trees were ripped out 
of the ground on Brent Street 
last Friday night, the fourth in- 
stance of tree vandalism in just 
over a month, according to Tree 
Fredericksburg, a local non- 
profit volunteer organization 
that plants trees in the city. 

About two weeks ago on 
Sunken Road, three trees were 
uprooted and two lampposts 
were vandalized. A month ago, 
three trees on Sylvania Street 
were uprooted and about five 
weeks ago, a tree on Brent Street 
was uprooted according to Tree 
Fredericksburg. 

President of Tree Fredericks- 
burg Anne Little said that she 
has received information that a 
University of Mary Washington 
student perpetrated the vandal- 
ism-in at least one of the in- 
stances, but they do not know 
which student it was. 

The trees, which are valued at 



$150 each, were planted last fall. 

Little wanted to emphasis 
that overall, UMW has been a 
great asset to the organization, 
with numerous clubs helping in 
plantings. She does not want one 
bad instance to tarnish their re- 
lationship if, in fact, a university 
student was involved. 

Dean of Student Life Cedric 
Rucker said he recently saw 
skateboarders uprooting a tree 
on Sunken but that they did not 
seem to be UMW students. 

He agreed with Little, saying 
that he believes our students are 
generally “responsible members 
of the community,” and that the 
school expects them to maintain 
that stewardship. 

Sophomore Abbie Rogers, a 
member of UMW’s Ecology 
Club and volunteer with Tree 
Fredericksburg, said that she 
was upset to hear of the acts of 
vandalism because she knows 
what intense effort goes into 
planting each tree. 

She also mentioned the ben- 
efits of urban tree planting, 




Marie Sicola/Bullet Photo Editor 

City trees have been ripped out of the ground. 



which include increased air and 
water quality, increased real es- 
tate value, and a higher socio- 
logical well-being. 

Tree Fredericksburg has noti- 
fied the Fredericksburg police 
force and UMW Campus police 
of the events. 

According to Little, Tree 
Fredericksburg has never seen a 



string of events like this occur 
before, although there was one 
instance when two large trees 
around Washington Avenue 
were broken in half last fall. 

Tree Fredericksburg is offer- 
ing a reward of $ 1 00 for infor- 
mation about the perpetrator 
who committed these crimes. 



News 2 & 9 

Bullet Wins 5 Awards In 
Virginia State Press Contest 

The Bullet won five Virginia Press 
Association awards for its coverage of 
Hample’s resignation, Yazdi’s removal 
and the drug arrests, sweeping the cat- 
egories for news writing. 



Viewpoints 3-4 

France's Ban on Veils 
Raises Ethical Questions 

France outlawed the use of public 
veils last week, such as the burqa and 
niqab. Are these veils a human rights 
issue? Does France have the right to 
ban religious symbolism? 

See Page 4 



INSIDE 

Entertainment 5-6 

UMW Channel 27 Loses 
Funding 

After a year of 
hard work from 
student volunteers, 
UMW Channel 27 
has lost its funding. 
See Page 6 




Features 7-8 

Poet Speaks for Afghanistan 

Junior Sajia Alaha Ahrar will be 
presenting her politically, culturally 
and religiously 
themed work at the 
first World Poetry In- 
ternational Festival in 
May. 

See Page 7 




Sports 11-12 

Lacrosse Dismantles 
Bobcats 

Didn’t make 
it to the game 
last week? 



See Page 12 
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By LINDLEY ESTES 

Editor-in-Chief 



April 11- Campus police responded to re- 
ports of vandalism at Eagle Landing which oc- 
curred at an unknown date and time. At the 
scene, officers found bum marks in the eleva- 
tor. The investigation is pending. 

April 11- University police responded to re- 
ports of trespassing at the campus recreation 
fields at 1:27 p.m. They found three juveniles 
at the scene and issued them a warning. 

April 11- Campus police responded to re- 
ports of a suspicious person at the UMW 
Apartments at 9:59 p.m. The suspect was gone 
on arrival. 

April 12 - University police responded to 
reports of a suspicious person around Simpson 
library at 12:15 a.m. The suspect was gone on 
arrival. It is not known if the subjects from the 
suspicious person reports are one in the same. 

April 13- Campus police responded to seven 
reports of vandalism involving spray paint 
around the Fredericksburg campus. The first 



instance was white spray paint found on the 
north side of Simpson Library. Spray paint was 
also found on the side door of Lee Hall. The 
word “Disobey” was found sprayed on the 
Willard Hall electrical box later in the day. 
Spray paint was also reported to the police at 
the campus center near the university post of- 



fice on an archway. There were two counts of 
vandalism for spray paint near sunken road and 
Alvey on emergency blue light phones. All 
cases are pending investigation. It is not known 
if these incidents are related to the graffiti and 
spray paint tagging found by police earlier this 
semester. 



April 14- University police responded to 
Marshall Hall after reports of vandalism which 
occurred. At the scene, they found a broken 
window frame. This case is currently under in- 
vestigation. 

April 1 6- Campus police responded to Rus- 
sell Hall after reports of vandalism at 1 :22 a.m. 
They found broken emergency lights at the 
scene and issued an administrative referral to a 
suspect. 

April 1 7 -University police responded to 
Double Drive after reports of an intoxicated in- 
dividual at 2:34 a.m. There, they arrested a stu- 
dent for being drunk in public. 

April 1 8- Campus police responded to 
George Washington Hall after reports of grand 
larceny which occurred at an unknown time. 

At the scene, they found that the UMW mono- 
grammed rug was taken from outside the Presi- 
dent’s office. 



This information was compiled with help from 

. Assistant Vice President for Public Safety and Community Services Susan Knick, Police Department Business Manager James DeLoatch, 

and Fredericksburg Police Department Public Information Officer Natatia Bledsoe. 



Bullet Wins 5 News Awards 
In Virginia State Press Contest 



By THOMAS BOWMAN 

News Editor 

The Bullet recently received 
five Virginia Press Association 
awards for the 2010 collegiate 
journalism competition. 

The Bullet won first-place for 
former Editor-in-Chief Jessica 
Masulli’s general news coverage 
of former Chief Information Of- 
ficer Khalil Yazdi’s firing, and 
for former Entertainment Editor 
and current Online Editor 
Thomas Ella’s critical writing in 
his reviews. 

In addition, the Bullet won 
second place for current Editor- 
in-Chief Lindley Estes’ General 
News Coverage of the Novem- 
ber drug arrests, second place 
for its Staff Editorials on former 
President Hample, and third 
place for Masulli’s Spot News 
Coverage on Hample ’s resigna- 
tion. 

The VPA praised the Bullet's 
editorial staff for knowing 
“where it stands on the Hample 
question” and for delivering 
“lively opinions bolstered by 
facts and figures.” However, the 
VPA stated, “Some additional at- 
tention paid to counter-argu- 
ments would make them even 

V 

stronger.” 

The VPA also praised Ella’s 
entertainment reviews for hav- 
ing “an identifiable voice that 
convinces a reader to come 
along for the ride, whether in 
agreement or not,” and because 
its “on-the-ground details show 
how reporting must still be the 
foundation of critical writing.” 




Virginia Press Association Winners 



Senior Jessica Masulli 

1st Place: 

General News Coverage 



Junior Thomas Ella 

1 st Place: 

Critical Writing 



2nd Place: 

General News Coverage 



Junior Lindley Estes 



3rd Place: 

Spot News Coverage 



The Bullet Editorial Staff 

2nd Place: 

Editorials on former President 
Hample’s resignation 



For Masulli’s Spot News 
Coverage of Hample’s resigna- 
tion, the VPA said, “Important 
background information helped 
explain the trajectory of this ad- 
ministrative decision. 

According to their website, 
the VPA, which administers the 
annual contest, received 3,664 
total entries from 121 different 
contestants for the 2010 compe- 
tition. These figures include all 



sizes of newspapers, but had a 
separate category for collegiate 
journalism. 

Eastern Mennonite Univer- 
sity’s Weather Vane, placed first 
above the Bullet for its editorials 
on sustainability, and Virginia 
Tech’s Collegiate Times took 
first and second place in the Spot 
News Writing category for their 
coverage of the death of a stu- 
dent falling from a balcony and 



the cancellation of classes after 
the collapse of a local high 
school’s roof, respectively. 

Other newspapers to win a 
significant amount of awards 
were James Madison Univer- 
sity’s the Breeze, and Virginia 
Commonwealth University’s the 
Commonwealth Times. 

A total of eight colleges and 
universities placed in the 2 1 pos- 
sible VPA award categories. 




Business College Expects to Overhaul Program 



◄ CHANGES, page 1 



for students who seem to have 
potential but do not quite meet 
the standards to be interviewed. 

According to the College of 
Business’ website, all newly de- 
clared business majors will have 
to complete new curriculum re- 
quirements starting in the fall of 
2012. However, existing majors 
will be able to complete their 
studies according to the previ- 
ously existing course require- 
ments. 

In addition, the College of 
Business website says that it will 
conduct a “decennial review of 
all of its programs,” especially 
its graduate degree programs, 
and is “exploring the question of 
adding additional majors and 
minors to [the] undergraduate 
program.” 

The college is also consider- 
ing adding the options of major- 
ing in accounting, management, 
marketing and management of 
information systems. Currently, 
the College of Business offers a 
business administration major. 

Among the potential minors 
being considered within the col- 
lege are accounting, manage- 
ment, marketing and 
management information sys- 
tems. 

Another issue the College of 
Business is currently encounter- 
ing is that the number of faculty 
professors does not appropri- 
ately match the number of stu- 
dents interested in business, 
according to Penwell. 

He said that the college is 
looking to fill at least four of the 
eight available positions in the 
coming academic year. 

With the college operating 
below full faculty capacity, 



Cathalijne Adams/Bullet 

UMW students wait for the start of class in the College of Business. 



about 50 percent of the faculty 
are adjunct professors, Penwell 
said. 

However, the college will be 
able to limit the number of stu- 
dents in the college of business 
once students are required to 
apply to the college for admis- 
sion. 

“Anyone who wants to de- 
clare the major can declare the 
major at the moment, so we have 
a huge number of students who 
declare a business major,” said 
Penwell. 

The College of Business is 
still just coming to understand 
what AACSB accreditation re- 
quires and their first priority is 
ensuring the university’s reac- 
creditation in 2013 with the 
Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Schools, Penwell said. 

However, Penwell thought 



that the lack of AACSB accred- 
itation does hurt the college’s 
reputation. 

“[When business was a de- 
partment,] we were not really di- 
rectly competing with colleges 
of business, now that we are, it 
is in fact rather critical that we 
become accredited by AACSB,” 
Penwell said. 

Penwell also stated that all of 
the other public institutions of 
higher education in Virginia 
have been accredited by the 
AACSB, but because UMW’s 
college of business was only es- 
tablished last July, it still has 
time to pursue accreditation. 

In Virginia, colleges of busi- 
ness accredited by the AACSB 
include those at the College of 
William and Mary, the Univer- 
sity of Virginia, George Mason 
University, James Madison Uni- 



versity, Old Dominion Univer- 
sity, Radford University and 
Christopher Newport University. 

Junior Lara Froemke, who 
double-majors in business and 
international relations, looks for- 
ward to the changes within the 
college, but worries that the iil- 
creased number of required busi- 
ness courses for the major may 
make double-majoring more dif- 
ficult. 

Senior Ariana Johnson, a 
business major, sees the new re- 
quirements for admission into 
the college of business as a pos- 
itive development, but said that 
she worries that the college of 
business’s environment will be- 
come more aggressive. 

“It’s going to be very compet- 
itive because you have to have a 
certain GPA to enter,” Johnson 
said. 



Campus Hosted 
FBI Hound Dogs 
For Field Training 



◄ FBI, page 2 

sidewalks and students provide 
an ideal place to teach the dogs 
how to follow a person. 

Susan Knick, assistant vice 
president for public safety, said 
UMW offers a unique blend of 
highly concentrated populations 
moving around campus, espe- 
cially in between classes, as well 
as offering both buildings and 
open land. 

“This allows the dogs to leam 
how to concentrate on their mis- 
sion, despite possible interrup- 
tions or distractions,” she said. 
“Also, it provides an unfamiliar 
training ground for the dogs in 
that they are moved from Quan- 
tico to our campus, an area 
where the dogs are not training 
day in and day out.” 

Knick said that since the FBI 
dogs are trained at Quantico, 
Va., UMW is the only campus to 
her knowledge that is easily ac- 
cessible and that the dogs can 
use for additional training. 

Stockham said that the FBI 
uses human scent evidence ca- 
nines to compare human scent 
traces collected at crime scenes 
to suspects. The bloodhounds 
are used to locate and follow 
scent trails left by an offender, so 
that the person and other evi- 
dence for various crimes can be 
found. 

The bloodhounds trained at 
UMW are human scent evidence 
canines, Stockham said. 

Trained bloodhounds worked 
on one such case in 2009 in An- 
chorage, Alaska, where a me- 
chanical device was used to lift 
scents off of objects and deposit 
them on cotton pads. The dogs 
then used the scented pads to 
find matching trails, according 
to a 2008 article in the Anchor- 
age Daily News, to find evi- 
dence for a 2002 murder trial. 

The scent pads, which were 
loaded with scents from two dif- 
ferent ATMs and a park where 
the victim was believed to have 
been before she was killed, all 
led the dogs to the house of the 
neighbor accused of killing the 
victim. Evidence from the dogs’ 
scent tracking was later used in 
the court case, and the accused 
neighbor was sentenced to life in 
prison. 

Stockham said that training 
locations for the bloodhounds 
have to change frequently, so the 
dogs don’t become too comfort- 
able with one place or become 
afraid to work in a new place. 

“As a result, the canine pro- 
gram has not trained on the 
[UMW] campus, in the past 
year,” he said. 

“The FBI currently selects 
adolescent bloodhounds to better 
identify successful working 
traits,” he said. “The Forensic 
Canine Program also has Eng- 
lish Springer Spaniels in training 
for homicide victim recovery, 
though we have not trained those 



dogs at UMW.” 

Training a human scent evi- 
dence canine begins with a sim- 
ple game of chase across grass, 
according to Stockham. 

“Our training then creates sit- 
uations where the dog can leam 
to follow a scent trail that makes 
a 90-degree turn,” he said. “In- 
crementally, we increase dis- 
tance, duration and difficulty. 
The goal is to train the dog to 
follow a human scent trail, aged 
24 hours, through a series of 10 
turns over the course of one mile 
through the city.” 

Knick said it was mutually 
beneficial for the FBI blood- 
hounds to be trained on campus. 

“I believe strongly in encour- 
aging all local responders to 
have knowledge of our campus, 
and this is another step in that ef- 
fort,” she said. “While I hope 
that the day never arrives when 
we have a major incident on 
campus, it is reassuring to know 
that the individuals who will be 
coming to our aid have firsthand 
knowledge of our campus — 
where we are, where our build- 
ings are located, the type of 
movement we have on campus 
during a normal day,” 

The FBI contacts UMW be- 
fore they arrive on campus, 
Knick said. Several departments, 
including the facilities and pub- 
lic information departments, are 
notified of the FBI’s presence, 
preventing anyone from being 
startled by the appearance of an 
FBI dog unit on the grounds. 

Kat Albrecht, founder of the 
Missing Pet Partnership in the 
state of Washington, said blood- 
hounds are bred to follow colder, 
older scent trails, making them 
excellent candidates for training 
that focuses on following the 
scent trail of people. 

“They also have an innate in- 
stinct to lock onto scent and to 
be scent-focused,” she said. “Of 
the three bloodhounds that I 
have trained and handled, all of 
them have shared the same char- 
acteristic: they will ignore dis- 
tractions and become fixated on 
scent.” 

Albrecht said she has experi- 
enced this firsthand. 

“When I come home after 
being exposed to animal scents 
or have been in a crowd where I 
have come into contact with sev- 
eral people, my bloodhounds 
flock to sniff and examine the 
clothing with great interest, 
where the other dogs that I own 
at the same time couldn't care 
less,” she said. 

Bloodhounds are typically 
docile, friendly, happy-go-lucky 
dogs that are only fixated on 
scent, Albrecht said, but they are 
dynamic at what they do. 

“When combined with the 
use of patrol dogs who are 
trained and capable of appre- 
hending a criminal, the team is a 
force to be dealt with,” she said. 









Letter to the Editor: 

UMW Graduation 
Policy Too Strict 



Dear Editor, 

UMW has a strict policy in 
place that prevents students who 
haven’t completely finished the 
required 120 credits within four 
years from walking across the 
graduation stage with their class. 
This includes those students 
who are merely one to two 
classes shy of attaining their de- 
gree. Unfortunately, I discovered 
this late into my sen- 
ior year and had little 
time to make a suc- 
cessful appeal — 
though I tried. 

Many schools are 
more lenient than 
Mary Washington 
when it comes to par- 
ticipating in the com- 
mencement ceremony. 

At George Mason 
University, students can partici- 
pate in the spring ceremony so 
long as they are able to finish 
their degree requirements during 
the following summer. The same 
goes for Virginia Tech and 
James Madison University. 
William and Mary students are 
able to walk in the commence- 
ment ceremony closest to their 
graduation date. As for Virginia 
Commonwealth University, hav- 
ing six or fewer outstanding 
credits qualifies you to wear that 
robe and walk that stage. But 
Mary Washington makes it 
clear: if you are one credit short, 
better luck next year. 

In today’s world, it is becom- 
ing increasingly difficult to 
graduate on the four-year plan. 
In fact, five to six years seems to 
be the new norm.. In November 
of 2010, Newsweek.com posted 
an article- that cited statistics 
from a 2008 study by the Amer- 
ican Enterprise Institute. Many 
may be surprised to discover 
that, on average, only 37 percent 
of full-timp students in Ameri- 
can public and private colleges 
graduate in less than four years. 
This is a 3 percent drop from the 



ing increas- 



to graduate 
on the four- 
year plan 



1990s and a 10 percent drop 
from the 1960s. In fact, when 
colleges report their graduation 
rates, they tend to rank their stu- 
dents on a six-year benchmark 
because it is simply more realis- 
tic. In the About UMW main 
page of the UMW website, our 
school boasts a graduation rate 
of 76 percent in six years. In the 
Institutional Analysis and Effec- 
. 7 T tiveness, under 

it is beCOm- General Statistics 

and Information, 
graduation rates 
ingly difficult from 1997-2003 are 

also shown in a six- 
year time line. Sure, 
late graduation 
rates can be attrib- 
uted to poor course 

planning, changing 

one’s major, drop- 
ping courses and transferring 
schools, but the upwards trend 
since the 1 960s has many spec- 
ulating about the rising obstacles 
facing degree-seeking college 
students today. 

For those of us who are a few 
credits short, our only options 
are to attend next year’s cere- 
mony or skip the commence- 
ment ceremony altogether. It 
seems silly to return next spring 
with cap and gown in hand, once 
I’ve already settled a job and 
moved to a new city. Besides, 
celebrating with a class that is 
not my own seems to defeat the 
point. But there, will continue to 
be students who find themselves 
in my predicament, who miss 
out on the chance to celebrate 
their accomplishments with their 
friends and family the way they 
thought they could. Maybe one 
of these students will learn of 
this policy at an earlier point in 
their four years than I did. 
Maybe this student will step up, 
start a petition and appeal the 
policy on behalf of the rest of us. 
One can only hope. 

Valerie Bradley is a Senior. 



Over Easy 



By Unsay Evans 




Staff Editorial: Historic Year at UMW 



It's been an exciting year of 
transition at UMW, and here at 
the Bullet , we've tried to keep 
up with all the changes. From 
ushering in a new president to 
defining the school's future via 
the redesigned Master Plan, the 
Mary Washington community 
has witnessed some landmark 
moments in the school's history. 

Back in August, students 
moved into Eagle Landing, the 
school's new $60.5 million 
apartment building. 

Then in September, the 
school weathered a decreased 
state budget with a 9 percent tu- 
ition increase that was signifi- 
cantly lower than many other 
Virginia universities. Mean- 
while school officials broke 
ground at the site of UMW's 
third campus for the new 
Dahlgren Center for Education 
and Research. 

In October, the Bullet pub- 
lished a story on 15 students 
who were arrested by Freder- 
icksburg police in a massive 
drug sting that incited 1 50 com- 



ments on the Bullet's website 
. and a heated response from the 
student body. The results of the 
drug sting have not yet been de- 
cided for each of the individuals 
involved. 

For Homecoming, Giant 
Productions booked rapper 
Wale to perform at the Battle- 
grounds, which, along with a 
fireworks display, drew the ire 
of many local residents who re- 
sented the noise level as well as 
the rapper's lyrical content. The 
complaints led to President 
Hurley publishing an apology 
letter in the Free Lance-Star. 

In November, the Historic 
Preservation Department 
voiced their concerns over the 
redesigned Master Plan, organ- 
izing a student protest in front 
of Seacobeck Hall to oppose its 
proposed demolition. President 
Hurley responded to these con- 
cerns, organizing a committee 
to reassess the Master Plan and 
reevaluate the historic value of 
several buildings on campus, 
including Seacobeck. This was 



a year-long struggle for the 
campus. The campus center, 
which was originally supposed 
to replace Seacobeck, is now 
slated to take Chandler Hall’s 
spot on campus. 

In December, the former 
UMW student who was the vic- 
tim of the brutal 2008 rape in 
the parking deck sued the uni- 
versity for $10 million. How- 
ever, by April the suit was 
hitting dead ends and the victim 
was given 2 1 days to revise the 
suit. During the same month, 
the university also ' spent 
$16,000 on “fighting eagle” 
logos to adorn College Avenue. 

In February, multiple Free- 
dom Riders visited the campus 
in celebration of the 50th an- 
niversary of the 1961 Freedom 
Rides, a key step in the Civil 
Rights Movement. The festivi- 
ties continued through March, 
when PBS screened a related 
documentary on campus. The 
commemQration will last 
through the end of this semes- 
ter, with two congressman and 



former Freedom Rides speaking 
at the commencements. Senior 
Charles Reed will also partake 
in the May 8 commemorative 
Freedom Ride, which will stop 
on campus in its tribute journey 
to the Deep South. 

In March, the university was 
touched by tragedy when one of 
its student’s lost his sister to the 
natural disaster in Japan. The 
UMW community responded 
with fundraisers in her honor 
and Jeff Anderson told his sis- 
ter’s story in an article in the 
Bullet. 

As the school year wound 
down, English professor Clau- 
dia Emerson won the presti- 
gious Guggenheim Fellowship 
and was inducted into the Fel- 
lowship of Southern Writers. As 
school’s Anderson Center con- 
struction nears completion, the 
boardwalk connecting the 
Route 3 bridge to campus is 
slated to come down. 

Just like Seacobeck’s food, 
we get better every year. 



Nostalgia Before Graduation 



It finally feels like spring, but 
I'm still sad. Only this time I 
don't think it's due to a chemical 
imbalance in my brain. 

With two weeks left of the se- 
mester, and, for me and hope- 
fully most other seniors, two 
weeks left of UMW forever, I’ve 
found myself doing a lot of self- 
indulgent reflecting and emot- 
ing. 

Everything we do here is im- 
portant because it could be the 
last time we ever do it. Every 
song we listen to is meaningful 
because they were all written for 
us in our current states of excited 
confusion and hopeful sadness. 
We’re all nostalgic for things we 
didn’t think we cared about and, 
I imagine, we all think our nos- 
talgia is more important than 
everyone else’s. ■' 

My constant barrage of emo- 
tions is particularly vexing be- 
cause up until this point I was 
under the impression that my 
cold robot heart was too busy 
upsetting' others to have time to 
generate feelings of its own. But, 
I seem to have miscalculated my 
own apathy (or maybe all of my 
tears have interfered with my 
wiring), because all I do lately is 
feel feelings. 

I hate it. 

. I may as well embrace it, 
though. This is my last issue of 
the Bullet, so I guess it’s as good 
a time as any to get a few final 
things off my chest. 

For everyone I seem to have 
offended this semester: thank 



you. 

To paraphrase Nicki Minaj, 
all of you haters really have been 
my motivators. Every bit of 
feedback, no matter how off 
point or rude, gave me incentive 
to keep spouting off my opin- 
ions, no matter how off point 
and rude they also were. 

You provided me (and many 
others) with hours 
of amusement and 
it’s been interesting 
to see the unex- 
pected power a 
stranger’s words 
can have. A few of 
you even prompted 
me to take a closer 
look at my own 
opinions. 

I still stand by 
everything I’ve said 
here (unless I ever 
indicated that I fin- 
ished Infinite Jest. I 
only got to page 
12. I’m about to 
have a lot of free 
time, though, so 
talk to me in a month), but some 
of your counter-arguments were 
pretty solid. Even if you didn't 
agree with what I was saying, 
hopefully everyone can recog- 
nize how fun it is to get sucked 
into meaningless debates with 
strangers on the Internet. 

There really isn’t anything 
better than a common enemy to 
bring a group of self-righteous 
idiots with too much time on 
their hands together and I’m to- 



tally serious when I say I’m glad 
I could be that for some of you. 
I may not subsist off of rice (too 
many carbs), but I definitely 
couldn’t function without my 
, unhealthy sense of superiority. 
We have more in common than 
you probably thought. 

I’m not under any delusions 
that I spent this year making 
grand social 

commentary or 
facilitating 
thoughtful dis- 
course (I didn’t 
even inspire a 
forum; my 
biggest failure 
of my under- 
graduate career, 
for sure), but if I 
made one SAD 
person laugh or 
convinced any- 
one that the $2 a 
day challenge is 
a poor (get it?) 
substitute for 
real philan- 
thropy, I won’t 
consider the 24 “Thought You 
Knew’s” that appeared in this 
paper completely without pur- 
pose. 

I also have to give a shout-out 
to everyone who supported me, 
whether by defending me in 
comments online, hanging up 
my articles in your apartment, 
giving me cat calendars or just 
generally recognizing what I’ve 
been all about this semester. It’s 
comforting to know there are 



people out there just as depraved 
as I am. 

And, finally, I would regret 
this for eternity if I ended on 
such a sentimental note, so I 
have a message' for everyone I 
never had the opportunity to of- 
fend: 

There's too much diversity on 
campus as it is; a little Anorexia 
couldn’t hurt; "Garden State", 
was stupid; abortion; UMW 
girls: you are some of the worst 
dressed individuals I’ve ever had 
the displeasure of seeing on a 
regular basis; UMW guys: if I 
were in your position, I wouldn’t 
date most of the girls at this 
school either, so keep being gay, 
taken or emotionally, unavail- 
able — keep doin’ ydu; everyone 
should just speak English; if I 
was running this place Sea- 
cobeck and Framar would be the 
first to go and, please, everyone, 
just try to stop taking yourselves 
so seriously for a little while. 

Once you accept that none of 
our opinions actually matter, 
maybe you’ll be able to find the 
humor in things (or, at the very 
least, ignore it). At the end of the 
day, who cares if pregnancy is 
beautiful or the grossest thing to 
ever appear in a Facebook 
album? We’re all gonna die one 
day anyway; might as well be 
entertained in the meantime. 

Satire: n. trenchant wit, irony 
or sarcasm used to expose and 
discredit vice or folly. 



Thought You 



Knew 




By Jordan Kroll 







College is a time for making 
decisions, and the most exciting 
ones that everyone talks about 
involve sex. 

Choosing whether to have 
sex or not is kind of like choos- 
ing which character to use when 
playing Super Smash Bros: it’s a 
major decision that will have 
long-lasting results. Should you 
choose poorly, your friends will 
never let you live it down. 

Choosing to have sex or not 
could mean fighting with Jiggly- 
puff or Captain Falcon. 

A couple weeks ago, I wrote 
an article about why not having 
sex is just fine. While this is true, 



it’s only fair that I give the op- 
position equal time. 

Some might argue that the 
best reason to have sex is the 
need to be fruitful and multiply, 
but I think that might be an ac- 
tivity best saved post-gradua- 
tion. Raising children in a dorm 
room seems like a terrible idea. 

Nevertheless, there are still 
plenty of advantages to sexual 
activity for couples that are 
ready. Of these, exercise takes 
the carnal cake. Getting hot and 
bothered can bum calories faster 
than even the most strenuous ac- 
tivities like heavy lifting, and 
running from angry feminists. 



This process of getting into 
great shape also 
leads to more at- 
tention from the 
other sex that 
could possibly 
lead to more ex- 
ercise, thus 
starting another 
vicious cycle. 

It is true that 
there are draw- 
backs to sex, 
such as preg- 
nancy and dis- 
ease. In reality, 
this doesn’t seem to faze that 
many people, for it only gives 



them an opportunity to solve 
'such prob- 
lems with 
colorful so- 
lutions like 
glow-in-the- 
dark con- 

doms. A true 
sign of 
human inge- 
nuity, x this 
solves the 
dilemma of 
potential dis- 
ease or preg- 
nancy while 
also making the male sexual or- 
gans look radioactive. 



Other than having glowing 
body parts, another reason why 
sex isn’t all that bad is that it can 
be good for you. From a medical 
perspective, the release of oxy- 
tocin during sex helps people 
sleep better, relieves stress and 
reduces pain by releasing endor- 
phins. So next time your partner 
has a headache, getting the sky- 
rockets in flight for some after- 
noon delight might be better 
than taking a Tylenol. 

This oxytocin may be a love 
hormone and a gateway drug, 
but it’s pretty dam effective. 
After all, what more do students 
need during finals week than a 



way to get in a quick workout 
that helps relieve stress and pro- 
motes sleep? 

Regardless of the moral, eth- 
ical or medical debates over the 
issue, sex happens. 

While many consider it a 
necessary evil, it certainly does 
have its perks, but like alcoholic 
beverages, it is probably best en- 
joyed responsibly. 

After all, getting onto texts- 
fromlastnight.com is not really a 
benefit from sexual activity. 




Sexclamafions 



By CALVIN SHERWOOD 
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France’s Ban on Veils Raises Ethical Questions 



By MATT GELLER 

Staff Writer 

Earlier last week, France’s 
ban on the public use of veils, 
such as the burqa and niqab, 
took effect because it repre- 
sented a legitimate threat to their 
secular ideals. The ban has al- 
ready resulted in the arrests of 
59 people, including 19 veiled 
women. 

With an estimated 4 million 
to 6 million adherents, France 
has the largest Muslim popula- 
tion in Western Europe. While 
French citizens overwhelmingly 
support the ban, there are some 
who worry that this ban will fur- 
ther stigmatize and alienate a 
Muslim population that, accord- 
ing to the Hoover Institute’s 
Peter Berkowitz, is already, “in- 
clined to anti-Semitism, sympa- 
thetic to political Islam and 
alienated from French social and 
political life.” 

The niqab is generally char- 
acterized by the concealment of 
the face, leaving only the eyes 
exposed, while the burqa is the 
complete concealment of the 
women’s face and body with 
only a mesh arrangement around 
the eyes. These two garments 



are different from the hijab, 
which covers only the hair, fore- 
head and shoulders. All three 
are used in Islam to maintain 
their standards of female mod- 
esty. 

Clearly, the complete con- 
cealment of one’s face repre- 
sents a tremendous barrier in the 
Western world, where citizens, 
regardless of gender, are encour- 
aged to take active roles in eco- 
nomic and social activities. 

French politician Jean Fran- 
cois-Cope states that women 
who wear a full body veil essen- 
tially become, “a shadow among 
others, lacking individuality.” 
Already, there have been in- 
quiries concerning whether or 
not America should also ban the 
burqa because of its perceived 
connections with the degrada- 
tion of women. 

While I have sympathy for 
this particular viewpoint, and I 
do agree that concealing one’s 
face makes it virtually impossi- 
ble to become fully assimilated, 
it would be unthinkable for such 
a ban to exist in America. 

Although both France and 
America have provisions that 
ensure separation from church 
and state, this ideal manifests it- 



self in different ways. The doc- 
trine of lai'cite, which is in article 
one of the French constitution, 
proclaims that France is a secu- 
lar republic that seeks to confine 
religion to the private sphere. In 
America, religious and secular 
interests co-exist in a delicate 
balance. In this instance, a fed- 
eral burqa ban would represent 
an unwarranted encroachment 
on religious freedoms. 

There are many people who 
worry that having a permissive 
attitude toward full-body veils 
will encourage men to further 
oppress women, because for 
them, the burqa represents the 
visual repression of women. 
However, the way to achieving 
an egalitarian society and resist- 
ing subjugation is not to institute 
a ban. There are also those who 
claim that a veiled face may con- 
stitute a threat to public safety, 
but there are ways of dealing 
with potential security threats 
without infringing upon civil lib- 
erties. The government should 
be able to reasonably expect a 
women to temporarily remove 
the veil in instances where iden- 
tification is required, or when a 
police officer requests to see the 
woman’s face. 



WANTED: 

The Bullet needs 
Cartoonists for next year 

Send your submissions to 

umwbullet@gmaU.com 



on-street's 



Specials 

Monday* 

1/2 Pound Lobster Tall Dinner with two sides $6.09 
Craft Beer Night $1.56 off all drafts and bottles 

Tuesday- 

Taco Tuesday $4 (choice of Chicken, Pork or Beef with 
Spanish Rice, or Roasted Vegetables) 

$3 Shooters 

i . • , r 

Wednesday- 

1/2 price bottles of Wine 
i 1/2 price pizza's 

Thursday 8pm til close- 
st BBQ Pork Sliders 
$2 Domestic Beer Bottles 
$3 Flavored Bombs 
$4 Jagermelster Bombs 

Happy Hour Dally 4pm-7pm 
$2.50 Domestic Beer Bottles 
$3.25 Cocktails 
$4 Wines 

$1 .50 off all Craft Draft's 



Serving a Full Brunch Menu Saturday and Sunday 10am- 

2pm. 

Full Arcade Room and Billiards (1/2 Price 11am-5pm and 
Spin-close Sunday through Wednesday with Student ID). 

Live Music on Weekends, Call for Schedule. 

We seat large groups. 

540-310-0842 
400 William Street 




The real security issue lies in 
further stigmatizing Muslims 
and lending credence to extrem- 
ist claims that the West is at war 
with Islam. To be sure, by cur- 
tailing the liberties of individual 
rights we are allowing extrem- 
ists to dictate how we behave. 
The United States has a strong 
history of absorbing immigrants 
into our culture, as well as a 
strong foundation of freedom 
and justice. Women who refuse 
to show their faces in Upublic 
may not be desirable, but they 
do not constitute a threat to our 
way of life. 

The burqa has earned the 
right to be questioned and criti- 
cized. It is associated with coun- 
tries that are some of the worst 

i 

abusers of women and human 
rights, such as Afghanistan, Pak- 
istan and Saudi Arabia. There, 
women have virtually no rights 
and are essentially • owned by 
men. It would be intellectually 
naive of us to simply shrug our 
shoulders and say, “That’s just 
their religion and their way of 
life.” 

Junior Shirin Afsous states, 
"while the countries that incor- 
porate the burqa into their soci- 
eties argue that it is a defense 



mechanism 
for the 

women and it 
serv es to keep, 
them modest, 

I wonder how 
subjugating 
women to the 
lowest possi- 
ble degree 
provides 
them with 
any sense of 
honor." 

• The Quran 
requires 
women to 
dress and be- 
have mod- 
estly, but says 
nothing of 
completely 
obscuring a 
woman’s 
body. This is 
perhaps why 
other Muslim 
nations such as Syria and Turkey 
have also banned the veil in pub- 
lic buildings. However, at least 
for now, the burqa itself does not 
represent a compelling reason 
for the United States to curtail 
religious freedom. In America, 
we should encourage immi- 



grants to become a part of our 
culture and to do useful work. 
And we should also encourage 
active participation in social ac- 
tivities that conform to our West- 
ern standards, but fighting 
perceived oppression with real 
oppression is not in our national 



Republican Budget Plan 
Cuts Services For Poor 



By AUDREY SONNTAG 

Guest Columnist 

Medicare and Medicaid, 
which provide America’s elderly 
and poor with health care, are 
going to be drastically reduced if 
Republicans have anything to 
say about it. Led by Paul Ryan 
(R-WI), Republicans have re- 
cently pushed a budget bill 
through the House of Represen- 
tatives that could significantly 
change the face of Medicare and 
Medicaid, and simultaneously 
extend Bush-era tax cuts for the 
wealthy. They claim that $1 tril- 
lion would be saved based on 
their Medicaid reform. 

However, if limits on item- 
ized deductions for high-income 
taxpayers were eliminated the 
result would be $5.2 billion in 
revenue. Let us not forget the 
$8.9 billion in revenue the gov- 
ernment could recover if mort- 
gage interest on vacation homes 
were not deduced! 



Now, for the math, $5.2 bil- 
lion plus $8.9 billion is $14.1 
billion, and that does not even 
take into account the other nine 
categories of tax cuts for the 
wealthy. There is no doubt that 
Republicans know these facts 
and yet they still choose to hurt 
the poor and help the rich. What 
is the motivation? Medicare and 
Medicaid are unsustainable in 
their current state, and too some 
extent Democrats agree. 

As baby boomers are aging, 
Medicare feels the burden of 
carrying them through their later 
years. In light of that fact, Pres- 
ident Barack Obama proposed to 
decrease spending in Medicare 
and Medicaid by $500 billion, as 
opposed to $1 trillion in Medi- 
caid alone. 

Paul Ryan fired back, con- 
demning Obama for his idea to 
use a board within the govern- 
ment to determine how to cut 
costs for Medicare. However, 
any condemnation by Republi- 



cans concerning government 
control over Medicare could be 
considered hypocritical due to 
the nature of their plan: handing 
control of Medicare over to the 
private sector, while regulating 
prices would require a govern- 
ment mechanism of its own. 
Furthermore, the Republican 
plan sounds a lot like that Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act which Republicans seem to 
despise so much. 

Of course, hypocrisy does not 
matter when the Republicans 
have control of the House, but 
there is still the Senate where 
Democrats have the majority. 
Additionally, there may be some 
“nay” votes from Republicans in 
the Senate, just as there were in 
the House, where the vote split 
235-193 with four Republicans 
voting no. The fact is that this 
issue does not reflect well on the 
collective Republican con- 
science. Sweet guilty dreams, 
Paul Ryan’s budget bill. 



Finding a Home Abroad 




This morning, I started crying 
at the airport. 

It wasn’t because I was say- 
ing bye to my mom. It was be- 
cause I was looking around the 
terminal and saw a sign that 
said, “Bon voyage” next to the 
boarding part of the airport. 

You would probably be cor- 
rect in assessing that I am a bas- 
ket case; a sign made me cry. 

But it wasn’t just the sign. 
“Love Actually” may have 
taught us that airports are the 
best places to go when you want 
to see love all around, but that’s 
not what I saw. I just saw a lot 
of people saying good-bye to 
their families, friends and to 
Paris. 

What scares me is that I don’t 
know when I’ll be in Paris again. 
It might be next year, it might be 
five years from now, but the 
scariest part is, it might be never. 
Not that I’m one for weird, 
overly drawn out sentiments, 
though. 

At the beginning, I was fo- 
cusing so much on sharing 
everything that was going on 
around me that I forgot to stop 
and actually experience it my- 
self. But then, I got butterflies 
again. They weren’t the fickle 
butterflies you get when you like 
someone who then breaks your 
heart. They were unchanging. 
No one had any control over 
them, except me. 

In America, I was known for 



all-nighters and a nervous break- 
down every once and a while in 
the Trinkle lobby with my room- 
mate. I would go-go-go until I 
couldn’t go anymore. 

But here, everything is so 
much more relaxing. My fa- 
vorite French phrase, “pas 
grave” means that it’s not a big 
deal and you shouldn’t worry. 
Whenever my classmates and I 
give our professors the bug-eyed 
looks of terror (you know what 
I’m talking about), they calmly 
reply with those simple words. 

. So, we stop worrying. And 
rather than stressing, we focus 
on living in a city where muse- 
ums are free with our student 
I.D.’s and where orchestras form 
on sidewalks and in metros to 
make some money. 

Living in the city is the hard- 



est art to appreciate, yet the eas- 
iest to master. At first, it’s weird 
to be in a place where they don’t 
refrigerate milk and go on strike 
whenever the mood hits them. 

I’m not really sure if the but- 
terflies mean that I’ve finally 
found a place to call my home. 
Unlike most of my friends, I did- 
n’t grow up in one place and 
can’t really pinpoint the spot that 
I would call my hometown. 

When I went to Mary Wash- 
ington, it was the closest thing to 
home I had ever found. But 
then, maybe, just like best 
friends, and it’s all right to have 
more than one. Several, even. 
But the most important thing is 
to never stop looking — you 
never know what you’ll dis- 
cover. 
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En terta in men t 



The Best of UMW 



Best-Dressed Professor: 
Gary Richards 

Although readers have deemed 
him the undisputed arbiter of aca- 
demic fashion at UMW for two 
years running now, Prof. Richards 
insists that it’s an undeserved desig- 
nation. “I mean, c’mon. I wear the 
same pair of jeans like every day,” 
he says, totally downplaying his im- 
peccable taste in sweater-vests. Not 
only is he the flyest looking teacher 
at Mary Wash, but he’s modest too. 
Better luck next year, Prof. Bar- 
renechea. --Ryan Marr 



Most Out-Dated School Policy: 
The One-Strike Policy 

You say ’’illegal,” I say "less legal.” 
Most of us are going to try something 
’’less legal” at some point. That’s what 
college is about. Kicking somebody out 
for their first offense is such an anti- 
quated idea that I feel like I could find 
the one-strike policy at my grand- 
mother's house, right behind her den- 
tures, crusty and covered in dust. You 
kick someone out for a pattern of drug 
usage, not the first offense. 

--Thomas Ella 



Best Band: The Like 
Whatevers 

The student band The Like 
Whatevers made their debut two 
years ago, when several music 
majors and their friends got to- 
gether and started jamming. 
Today, they hold the spot for 
most popular student band, 
thanks to their uniquely blended 
style of music that marries indie" 
rock with fiddle, flute and even 
brass instruments. Their love for 
music is almost as evident as the 
fun they have playing it, made 
obvious by their interactions on- 
stage and by the way they have 
mixed their own personal styles 
to form one of the largest student 
bands ever to grace the stages of 
local Fredericksburg venues. 

—Heather Brady 



You voted, we tallied, and the results are in: the best 
aspects of life at Mary Washington. 



Best Campus Event: Multicultural 
Fair 

You can't make it five feet on this campus 
without running into a white person. I thought 
college was all about becoming open and edu- 
cated to new ideas and new ways of life. Well, 
don't worry, because every year, UMW crams 
all that diversity into one magnificent day full of 
awesome food, sweet music, crazy dancing and 
all sorts of other festivities. —Thomas Ella 



Around Campus 



Best Dressed Professor: Gary Richards 

Hottest Professor: Robert Barr 

Best Professor: Mara Scanlon 

Zaniest Professor: Jim Groom 

Best Administrator: Dean Rucker 

Best Academic Building: Trinkle 

Most Out-dated Policy: One-strike 

Best Party Dorm: Mason 

Best Make-Out Spot: Amphitheater 

Best Event: Multicultural Fair 

Best Band: The Like Whatevers 

Best Seaco Dish: Mama Jean’s Pasta 

Best Employee: LaNita Weisenberger 

Best Study Spot: Library treehouses 

Most Visible Club: PRISM 

Best Women's Team: Rugby 

Best Men’s Team: Rugby 

Best Woman's Athlete: Molly Walter 

Most Underappreciated Team: Woman’s Rugby 

Best Place to Park: Nowhere 

Best Underground Event: Bingo 

Best Use of the Monroe Fountain: Two Dollar Challenge Showers 



Around Town 



Best Take-Out: Hunan Garden 
Best Pizza: Primavera 
Best Bar: Capital Ale House 
Best Coffee House: Hyperion 
Music Venue: The Otter House 
Best Breakfast: Eileen's 

Best Place to Eat When You Aren’t Paying: Bistro Bethem 

Best Place to Buy Beer: Snellings 

Best Party Street: Rowe 

Best Bookstore: Riverby's 

Best Place to Take a Date: Sammy T's 

Best Mexican Food: Soup and Taco 



Best Breakfast Place: Eileen ’s 
For a fresh breakfast pastry and a 
warm cup of coffee, there’s no place bet- 
ter than Eileen’s. Housed in an old 
church on Caroline Street, the bakery 
makes bread, pastries and sandwiches 
each morning using fresh ingredients. 
The quaint atmosphere that pervades 
this establishment greets you when you 
walk in the door and the sunny yellow 
room makes you want to stay for hours. 
This is the perfect place to go for relax- 
ing, delicious breakfasts and lunches 
with friends or with a significant other. 
—Heather Brady 



Best Place to Park: 

Nowhere 

Let’s get real here gang. You’ve 
got a better chance of finding a 
parking spot on 1-95 than you do of 
finding one at UMW. Red stickers, 
yellow stickers, commuter parking, 
faculty parking - get a good pair of 
sneakers, because if you’re at Mary 
Washington you’re walking. 

—Joshua Lawson 



Best Party Dorm: Mason Hall 
When I was moving into Mason Hall 
my freshman year, my RA had on a name 
tag that read, "Hi, my name is: Waffle.” 
After my parents left, he told me that 
Mason was the dorm where ping pong ta- 
bles get thrown out of windows, where it’s 
routine to fail 20 fire drills in a semester 
and where I shouldn't be surprised to 
wake up in front of Mason, covered in 
vomit. I can't tell you how happy it 
makes me that Mason continues to be the 
Animal House of UMW. Let them re- 
model it. We'll just party that much 
harder when it opens again. 

—Thomas Ella 



Best Take-Out: 
Hunan Garden 
You can’t live off of 
Ramen forever, and when 
you finally crack and can’t 
stomach one more powder- 
flavored noodle, Hunan 
Garden has your back. 
They’ve got good prices 
and even better food. If 
you’re feeling adventurous 
enough to leave your room, 
swing by. The service is 
great and the employees 
are extremely friendly. 
—Joshua Lawson 




Bullet Points 



Thursday, 
April 21 



Friday, 

April 22 



Saturday, 
April 23 



• Devil Goat Day Pre-Game BBQ: 

There’s only one way to get ready to 
gorge yourself with food on Devil 
Goat Day. Gorge yourself with food 
just before Devil Goat Day. 12p.m. - 
2:30 p.m. outside of Lee Hall. 

• Devil Goat Day: It’s all here! 
Food! Music! Games! Goats! Satan! 
Come to Ball Circle from 3p.m.- 
7p.m. 



• Easter Eve: Get ready for Easter in 
style; dye some eggs, hide some eggs 
and party until you’re sloppy drunk. 



Sunday, 
April 24 



• The Undeniably Adjacent: It’s 
your last chance to see UMW’s own 
comedy troupe. Get on it! 8p.m. in 
Combs 237. 

• UMW Alter Egos Step Team: It’s 
not Friday night without an epic 
dance contest. 8p.m. in the Great 
Hall. 



• Easter Sunday: It’s the sexiest holi- 
day of the year. Prepare accordingly. 
And give your mom a call. Maybe 
she’ll hook you up with a dope Easter 
basket. 

• Final’s Week Prep: Finals are com- 
ing. Catch up on your sleep and hy- 
drate, because you’re probably going 
to do a lot of studying and even more 
weeping. 



Monday, 
April 25 



• Finals - Day One: You can do this. 
Just keep your head down and no 
matter what, never, ever let them see 
you cry. 

• Time Fair: What is time? Come to 
the Red Room from 3 :30p.m. -5p.m. 
to find out. 



Tuesday, 
April 26 



• Finals - Day Two: You’ve only 
made it through one day. If you’re 
going to drop out, now’s the time to 
do it. 



Wednesday, 
April 26 



• Finals - Day Three: I bet you 
thought the last Bullet Point of the 
semester was going to be pretty epic. 
I did too. 



Weekly Sudoku 
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To check your answers, go to umwbullet.com/sudoku. 





















UMW Channel 27 Loses Funding 



By ALEX VAN BEEK 

Staff Writer 

UMW students who tuned into 
Channel 27 on their TVs this semester 
would have found an eclectic mix of old 
and new movies, along with a variety of 
various East German ads and music 
videos. 

A few months ago, the station was 
picked up by a group of student volun- 
teers who ultimately decided to turn it 
into a system that would be operated for 
the students, by the students. 

Recently, however, the decision has 
been made to cut the channel's funding, 
as it was costing the school too much 
money; comg at a time when the station 
was planning to open up as a new com- 
munication tool for students across 
campus. 

When Justin Broyles, a sophomore 
and one of the students behind Channel 
27’s revival, first took control of the sta- 
tion, it was an unequivocal mess. 

“It just kind of happened”, says 
Broyles. “We wfere interested in run- 
ning the school’s television channel, 



and since no one else was in charge of 
it, we went ahead and took it over.” 

Accordingly, Broyles and a few 
other student volunteers stepped in and 
were given complete control over what 
was broadcast. Initially, they put up a 
few East German music videos and 
commercials. When asked for the rea- 
soning behind this, Broyles said, “We 
found it amusing.” 

However, it soon became apparent 
that a constant looping of the East Ger- 
man videos wouldn’t hold anybody's in- 
terest for long, so the volunteers began 
to expand the station by including 
movies. Each month, the volunteers 
were given a list of movies from Resi- 
dence Life Cinema, and would choose 
what to broadcast and when to broad- 
cast it. 

As a result, the East German videos 
were relegated to commercials between 
movies. 

Specific themes were developed, 
such as “Public Domain Movie Night”, 
where public domain movies would be 
shown every Monday night. 



Plans were made to expand the sta- 
tion further. 

“The goal we originally set for our- 
selves was to turn the station into a 
community resource, and the student 
clubs on campus are a reflection of the 
community,” said Ryan Thompson, an- 
other sophmore involved with the sta- 
tion. 

The idea was. for clubs to have a new 
means of publicizing themselves and at- 
tracting prospective members. Addi- 
tionally, this plan would have come 
closer to realizing the volunteers’ goal 
of making a station that was purely a 
student-run venture. 

Despite being a seemingly small- 
scale project, the station costs the 
school $15,000 per year. 

While the student volunteers are dis- 
appointed, they are still optimistic about 
what the future holds for them. 

“Really, all we are going to do is 
continue with our ideas through inde- 
pendent means. No outside support is 
our goal, ” said Thompson. 




courtesy of UMW Channel 27 



Despite the efforts of student volunteers, the funding for UMW 
Channel 27 was recently cut. 



New Thursday Album is a Welcome Change 




courtesy of shopradiocast.com 




By KYLE SHEARIN 

Staff Writer 

While it would certainly be a ■ 
stretch to single out Thursday as 
the definitive purveyors of post- 
hardcore over the past decade, it 
would be equally unrealistic not 
to single them out as one of the 
more interesting ones. After 
gaining a huge following in the 
early 00 ’s, putting out two al- 
bums on a major label, and fi- 
nally settling down at punk 
powerhouse Epitaph records, 
Thursday has become one of the 
most renowned acts to come 
from that dirty three-letter word 
“emo.” 

Settling into a more atmos- 
pheric tone, Thursday’s latest re- 
lease, “No Devolcion,” finds the 
sextet pushing their melodic, 
punk angst and poetic imagery 



into more progressive territory. 

Frontman Geoff Rickly’s in- 
tense vocals are no longer front 
and center, instead echoing har- 
rowingly around the songs, serv- 
ing to fill out the quiet nooks 
throughout. Rickly’s lyrics have 
always been both personal and 
intellectual and the songs on 
“No Devolcion, ’’with references 
to writers like David Foster Wal- 
lace and Charles Bukowski, are 
no exception. The album is a 
more distilled venture than 
Thursday’s prior discography, 
particularly in terms of thematic 
revenue, focusing on ideas of 
loyalty and devotion. 

The album has few, if any, 
sprawling choruses to get behind 
and scream your guts out. While 
this may disappoint some long- 
time fans it provides a welcome 
change from Thursday’s past 



five albums. While the epic cho- 
ruses are largely gone, however, 
the songs on “No Devolcion” 
are never without dramatic flairs 
and crushing instrumentation 
that have come to characterize 
the band’s sound. 

Songs like The Cure-esque 
“No Answer”, “Magnets Caught 
In A Metal Heart”, and “Sparks 
Against The Sun” are catchy just 
in their composition. The album 
ends with the nearly eight- 
minute closer, “Stay True” that 
steadily builds as Rickly’s voice 
bounces around until his plead- 
ing of, “Stay True. Nothing else 
matters. None of this is real,” 
ends the album in the bleakest 
sense. 

Under the helm of this behe- 
moth is Dave Fridmann (The 
Flaming Lips, MGMT) who has 
worked on the band’s previous 



Is ‘Crysis 2’ a Game Changer or a Carbon 



two albums. With that in mind, 
it’s no surprise how cohesive 
and refined “No Devolcion” is. 
In all actuality, the album feels 
fuller and more intense than pre- 
vious Thursday records. There 
are layers upon layers of melody 
to swim through and explore 
through your headphones. 

“No Devolution” feels like a 
counter to Thursday’s 2001 
breakthrough “Full Collapse,” 
which was chock full of inspir- 
ing lyrics, uplifting choruses, 
and youthful screams. “No De- 
volucion” is much more re- 
served but still rewarding. It’s 
the sound of a band growing, 
aging, maturing, and finding it 
all a bit sad. It’s that empty feel- 
ing that remains when you have 
nothing left to listen for. 





courtesy of999images.com 
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Do Alcatraz, the protagonist of “Crysis 2,” and his spiffy Nanosuit offer players 
exciting, new gameplay features, or a vehicle to navigate a mediocre game? 



By JOSHUA LAWSON 

Entertainment Editor 

“Crysis 2” takes a small step in a new, poten- 
tially revitalizing direction for the first-person 
shooter genre by providing players with more than 
just a linear shooting gallery. Is it revolutionary? 
No. Does it re-invent the wheel? Probably not. 

But it is an exciting game with a slew of new 
ideas that you won’t find in Call of Duty: Modem 
Warfare 12. 

The story behind “Crysis 2” is nothing to write 
home about and is easily one of the weaker ele- 
ments of the game. There are, however, traces of 
transhumanism and cyberpunk that are sure to 
catch the interest of sci-fi enthusiasts. 

The game puts you in control of the inexplica- 
bly named Alcatraz, a soldier in a war that’s scope 
is far beyond him. This changes quickly, however, 
as a depressed cyborg fellah named Prophet soon 
bequeaths his fancy robot tuxedo, the Nanosuit 
2.0, unto Alcatraz. 

And it is this fancy robot tuxedo that not only 
grants Alcatraz the chance to be a relevant player 
in a massive, city-spanning conflict, but also pro- 
vides “Crysis 2” with a fresh new concept that sets 
it apart in a market of largely identical first-person 
shooters. 

The sleek ’and shiny Nanosuit 2.0 offers Alca- 
traz enhanced strength and mobility, as well as 
modes that turn him into either a deadly invisible 
assassin or a nearly unstoppable armored brute. 

But beyond the bells and whistles, the Nanosuit 
2.0 also gives players something far more impor- 
tant - options. 

Options are certainly available in first person 
shooters like “Halo” (you can smash in an alien’s 
brains with a gravity hammer or blow an alien’s 
face to kingdom come with a rocket launcher) but 
beyond a varied arsenal players are seldom given 
choices when it comes to how they can handle an 
entire conflict. 

In “Crysis 2,” players can burst onto the dilap- 
idated streets of New York City guns blazing, rip- 
ping turrets from armed cars and absorbing gunfire 
with the Nanosuit’s armor. They can cloak them- 
selves entirely and lurk in the shadows, picking off 
enemies one by one with a quick shank when their 
friends aren’t looking. They can stand hundreds of 
yards away on top of a building and snipe to their 
heart’s content. They can even go Ghandi on 
everyone’s ass and avoid conflicts completely. 

You could certainly play “Crysis 2” like any 
other first-person shooter out there and have a per- 



fectly lovely time killing things any way you can 
to get from A to B. Hut the important thing to re- 
member is that you don’t have to. The choice is 
yours. 

Additionally, “Crysis 2” offers some of the 
most spectacular environments available on con- 
soles. The broken, dystopian New York City is full 
of crumbling bridges, colossal buildings and 
flooded streets. The backdrop of the final level is 
nothing short of incredible. If you don’t sit back 
and take in the scenery at least once in “Crysis 2,” 
you’re doing yourself a diservice. 

Spiffy gameplay mechanics and awesome 
graphics aside, “Crysis 2” is far from perfect. En- 
emies not only lack variety but intellect, as the ar- 
ticifial intelligence is particularly spotty. If a 
glitchy jellyfish alien taking cover behind nothing 
in the midst of a gorgeously rendered, sweeping 
cityscape is going to drive you bonkers, then “Cr- 
ysis 2” probably isn’t for you. 

But if you can look past bland, moronic ene- 
mies and a complicated narrative, “Crysis 2” is 
sure to hold your attention, and rightfully so. 

It won’t win any Game of the Year awards, but 
“Crysis 2” makes a bold attempt to try something 
new in a genre that is quickly becoming stale. 



By THOMAS ELLA 

Online Editor 

Even with a suit that lets you turn invisible 
“Predator”-style or become nearly invincible, 
“Crysis 2” doesn’t do enough to set itself apart 
from every other first-person shooter game out 
there. 

One of the most indicative qualities of “Cr- 
ysis 2” is a message that appears in the middle 
of the screen during cutscenes, letting you 
know that you can skip the story and get back 
to the action. If the developers didn’t care about 
the story, why should you? 

Honestly, there’s no reason not to skip the 
cutscenes. “Crysis 2” weaves a tale that’s alto- 
gether generic, confusing, aimless, and incred- 
ibly boring. If you thought that an alien 
invasion of New York City would be exciting, 
you’d be wrong in this case. 

You start the game as a Marine named Al- 
catraz, who gets saved from an early death by 
some guy from the first “Crysis” named 
Prophet, who gives Alcatraz a crazy suit, more 
specificly, the Nanosuit 2.0. 

And on an adventure you go, wandering 
around New York like a tourist without a map, 



shuffled this way and that way, as you jtry to 
stop some weird aliens with tentacle dreadlocks 
called the Ceph that invaded Earth in th£ orig- 
inal “Crysis.” 

If you think I’m referring to the first} game 
dismissively, rest assured that I’m giving it the 
same amount of respect that “Crysis 2” does. 

Alcatraz never really seems to have a mind 
of his own, being told to go meet this person or 
kill that person at will. There’s never any cohe- 
sive structure to the story, and it ends up feeling 
like the developers were just making it up as 
they went along. The game finally comes to a 
screeching, anticlimactic halt, but there is zero 
resolution. Instead, it leaves the door open for 
potentially infinite sequels, none of which 
sound at all interesting. 

That Nanosuit'is interesting, for sure, but it’s 
not enough to save “Crysis 2” from feeling 
shockingly bland. You’ll fight against humans 
and aliens throughout the campaign, but neither 
feel too different from each other. When fight- 
ing against humans, there’s at least good oppor- 
tunity for experimentation in your strategies, 
even if all you ever really need to do is hit the 
cloak button and walk past everyone. 

Fighting against the aliens is no different 
from fighting against humans, except that you 
can’t take them out with a single headshot. In- 
stead, if you want to stay stealthy, you’ll have 
to sneak up behind them and knife them in the 
back. 

Whoever you’re fighting against though, 
bad artificial intelligence is a huge problem. I 
lost count of the number of times I came across 
enemies perpetually running against walls. 
They’re as dumb as they can get, and never sat- 
isfying to kill. I felt more like I was putting 
some of them out of their misery than engaging 
in a fair fight. 

From what I played of the multiplayer 
modes in the beta, “Crysis 2” was as under- 
whelming against actual human opponents as 
it was in the single-player campaign. For the 
sake of having an informed review, I tried get- 
ting into a couple games in the retail copy of 
the game, but it crashed on me both times. Oh 
well. 

And “oh well” is all you can really say about 
“Crysis 2.” It’s the kind of game that comes and 
goes without any impact. Leave the Nanosuit 
to Alcatraz and spend your time and money on 
something more memorable. 
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Poet Speaks for Afghanistan 




Courtesy of^ajla A laha Ahrar 

Sajia Alaha Ahrar after reading her poetry at a recent on-campus event. 



By LANDON JAMES 

Staff Writer 

The University of Mary 
Washington has always prided 
itself on constructing a commu- 
nity of diverse people openly 
sharing different perspectives 
and ideas. To some, like junior 
Sajia Alaha Ahrap this type of 
communication is essential to 
promoting world peace. 

Ahrar is a 22-year-old stu- 
dent from Kabul, Afghanistan 
with big dreams of creating a 
world without war and united 
through peace and equality. 

She is a human rights, politi- 
cal science and international re- 
lations triple major, but her true 
passion comes from addressing 
others about her experiences in 
Afghanistan through poetry and 
writing. 

Poetry is an inseparable part 
of Ahrar ’s heritage. Writing 
gives her the opportunity to 
show the world Afghanistan’s 
beautiful culture and lifestyle 
that is often overlooked be- 
cause of the media’s focus on 
the fighting and suffering that 
constantly plagues the country. 

“Afghanistan is famous for 
its rich culture, poetry and liter- 
ature and has nurtured different 
distinguished poets and writers 
in different eras,” said Ahrar. 
“Poetry is the expression of my 
inner feelings conveyed 
through my poems to reveal 
truths and positive messages to 



my people and humanity.” 

Although Ahrar speaks 
about the issues that face peo- 
ple of all ages in Afghanistan, 
the messages in her poems are 
meant for all of humanity. 

“Living in a war-tom situa- 
tion makes you realize that this 
life is not very long and it is not 
worth it,” she said. “Why 
should we be greedy and be in 
war on each other instead of 
helping those who are in 
need?” 

Ahrar explained that living 
in a country plagued with so 
much war has made her a kind- 
hearted person because she 
constantly saw the suffering 
and killing of so many people 
and it made her want to help. 

In Afghanistan, explained 
Ahrar, there is a strong belief 
that poetry emerges from the 
heart and in the heart is where 
God exists and dwells. This 
makes Ahrar ’s poetry not only 
political and personal, but spiri- 
tual as well. Ahrar explained 
she has written poems praising 
God, Jesus Christ, Mother 
Mary and the prophet Muham- 
mad. 

Although every poem has a 
positive and powerful message, 
they are not romantic, accord- 
ing to Ahrar. 

“I cannot write lively poems 
because I am a young woman 
with full of emotions and hu- 
manitarian feelings. When I see 
people are smiling that makes 



me smile but when I see people 
are in hardships, trouble and 
tearful, that turn me to tears,” 
Ahrar explained 

Ahrar is humble about her 
writing, but peoples’ reactions 
and reception of her work have 
been positive. 

In addition to composing 
poetry and writing, Ahrar is 
regularly speaks to various 
local and national groups. 

Some of the groups she has 
spoken to this semester include 
the Unitarian Universalist Fel- 
lowship of Fredericksburg, 



Dixon-Smith Middle School 
and a group of Girl Scouts. 

Ahrar feels obligated to tell 
people of all ages and back- 
grounds about Afghanistan and 
how much the people there are 
suffering and in need of help. 
In order to reach out to the var- 
ious audiences she speaks to, 
Ahrar tailors her messages to 
topics that the listeners can re- 
late to. 

For Dixon-Smith Middle 
School, Ahrar spoke about 
child labor in Afghanistan and 
how blessed the middle school 



students were to have chairs to 
sit on while they listened. For 
the Girl Scouts, Ahrar talked 
about the lives of Afghani chil- 
dren in general and the chal- 
lenges they face. 

Ahrar gave a speech enti- 
tled, "War and Women's Issues 
in Afghanistan" to the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of 
Fredericksburg where she 
brought the audience to tears 
from the passion of her speak- 

See POET page 8 ► 



The Epic 
life of 
A Tycoon 

Biographer T.J. 

Stiles spoke about 
Cornelius Vanderbilt 

By MINDY MAUDLIN 

Staff Writer 

Guggenheim fellow and bi- 
ographer T.J. Stiles spoke about 
the powerful 1 9th-Century 
business mogul Cornelius Van- 
derbilt last Thursday as part of 
the UMW Great Lives lecture 
series. 

Great Lives director Bill 
Crawley praised Stiles for re- 
ceiving a John Simon Guggen- 
heim Memorial Foundation 
fellowship grant just seven 
days before the lecture. The 
grant is for his next book proj- 
ect, a biography of George 
Armstrong Custer. 

Stiles lectured to a large au- 
dience on his 2010 Pulitzer 
Prize winning biography, “The 
First Tycoon: The Epic (ife of 
Cornelius Vanderbilt.” 

He depicted Vanderbilt as a 
tycoon whose entrepreneurial 
ventures altered the face of the 
country before, during and after 
the American Civil War. 

From Union ship supply, to 

See SPEECH page 8 ► 




Courtesy of Bryan Clark 



Senior Bryan Clark presented on Chinese coins from the 
Leidecker Collection as part of an individual study. 



Hobby Becomes A Career 



By KELSEY WINDAS 

Staff Writer 

Senior Bryan Clark’s pas- 
sion for Chinese culture has 
gone from a hobby to the foun- 
dation of his future career. 

“I’ve been studying China 
for the past seven years of my 
life,” said Clark. “It’s my first 
true love.” 

It was due to this distinct in- 
terest that' Clark, a history and 
philosophy double major, was 
truly able to mix business with 
pleasure. As part of an individ- 
ual study with Dr. Liane 
Houghtalin from the Classics, 
Philosophy and Religion De- 
partment, Clark set out on a 
three-month endeavor to re- 
store 150 ancient Chinese coins 
taken from the University of 
Mary Washington’s Kurt F. Lei- 
decker Collection. 

According to Clark, the 
coins go through the dynasties 
in chronological order from the 
Xin Dynasty (7-23 AD), to the 
Northern Song Dynasty (960- 
1 1 27 AD) and, finally, to the 
Qing Dynasty ( 1 644- 1911 AD). 



* 

Last Friday, Clark presented 
a small sample of the restored 
coins from each of the three dy- 
nasties at the Ridderhof Martin 
Gallery. 

“The goal of the presenta- 
tion [was to] give the audience 
an overview of Chinese coins 
from different periods,” said 
Clark. “I want to show how 
Chinese coinage hasn’t 
changed in the past 2000 years 
and that unlike other coinage 
systems, Chinese coins have 
stayed relatively the same. The 
only thing that has changed is 
the caricatures on the coins.” 

His interest in Chinese Cul- 
ture did not arise from its 
coinage alone, however. In fact, 
according to Clark, his interest 
in China was sparked in high 
school where some of his close 
friends inspired him to begin 
his research. 

“My best friend is from 
China,” said Clark. “And most 
of my friends are from China, 
so they really influenced me to 
study the history because they 
know so much about it them- 
selves.” 



With the help of his high 
school friends, Clark even 
began to learn the Chinese lan- 
guage. 

“I developed a conversa- 
tional approach through speak- 
ing with my friends and stuff 
like that,” said Clark. “They 
taught me a lot . . . just by hear- 
ing [the language] and going 
back and forth.” 

According to Clark, he at- 
tended the University of Ala- 
bama for one year after high 
school before transferring to 
UMW. Here, he continued to 
further his studies of China, 
and even got the chance to 
study abroad for six months in 
Hong Kong. That was Clark’s 
first and only visit to China. 

Only visit, that is, until now. 

With only a few more weeks 
to go before graduating, Clark 
is once again looking forward 
to visiting the country that he 
has grown to love. This time, 
however, he will not be going 
as a student. Instead, Clark will 
be working as an intern at a 
government-owned factory in 
Jining City, China — an area he 



chose due to its detachment 
from city life. 

“I wanted to work more in 
the countryside,” explained 
Clark. “I didn’t want to work in 
the big city because it’s very 
commercialized and there’s a 
lot of western influence.” 

According to Clark, his time 
at the factory will be spent 
translating and tutoring the 
workers on their English lan- 
guage skills. The internship 
will span three months, during 
which time he will reside in a 
provided on-site dormitory 
along with three other factory 
workers. 

“At the end of three months 
I’ll be able to extend it if I want 
to, but three months is a defi- 
nite,” Clark said. 

Clark’s journey is set to 
commence on May 22 when he 
departs for China to follow his 
passion. 

“It’s definitely a very unique 
experience, but that’s how I de- 
scribe my life,” Clark said. 
“You’ve got to live life. That’s 
what I always tell people.” 



New Memoir: Comedic Gold 



By JORDAN KROLL 

Features Editor 

Tina Fey’s new memoir, 
“Bossypants,” is the perfect 
read for anyone looking to dis- 
tract themselves from the 
mountains of schoolwork 
standing between them and 
summer vacation. 

Or for anyone who seems to 
have escaped the traditional 
end-of-the-semester workload. 
Or, really, for anyone who en- 
joys reading funny, thought- 
provoking writing by 
intelligent people. 

Fey is a comic writer and 
actress best known for her 
work at NBC on “Saturday 
Night Live” and, more recently, 
“30 Rock.” 

The 275 pages of “Bossy- 
pants” fly by thanks to her 
trademark sharp wit and self- 
deprecating humor. The hilarity 



Fey is known for in television 
and film translates seamlessly 
to her memoir and had me 
laughing out loud at times. 

For the first quarter of the 
book, Fey describes her child- 
hood and teenage years in the 
Pennsylvania suburbs. She 
playfully instructs readers on 
how to raise “an achievement- 
oriented, obedient, drug-free, 
virgin adult,” through hilari- 
ously poignant accounts of 
struggles with dating and her 
experiences in local theater. 

The remainder of the mem- 
oir details Fey’s rise to fame, 
from her humble beginnings 
working the morning shift at a 
Chicago-area YMCA and per- 
forming with The Second City 
improvisation and sketch com- 
edy theater, to her current posi- 
tion as a producer, actor and 
writer for “30 Rock.” 

She describes life as a new 



mother who was also trying to 
pitch a network television 
show, there’s a chapter dedi- 
cated to responding to various 
negative comments online and 
she took time to give credit to 
her co-workers, to whom she 
attributes much of her success. 

In one chapter, she actually 
thanks all of the other “30 
Rock” writers and prints their 
“MVP Jokes” (many of which 
are instantly recognizable for 
any die-hard “30 Rock” fan). 

“Bossypants” is not just hi- 
larious anecdotes taken from 
Fey’s life; at its core it is also a 
feminist work that proves, once 
and for all, that women are 
funny. 

“It is an impressively arro- 
gant move to conclude that just 
because you don’t like some- 
thing, it is empirically not 
good,” Fey said of the people 
who are still trying to argue 



that women aren’t as funny as 
men. 

Using “Saturday Night 
Live” as her primary source 
material, Fey illustrates the 
struggles she and the other fe- 
male performers on the show 
faced in a field that has always 
been male-dominated. Her 
number one piece of advice to 
women facing sexism in the 
workplace, like she has for 
most of her life, is, “do your 
thing and don’t care if they like 
it.”* 

Somehow, Fey is able to 
make her success seem as if it 
was easy, or even accidental. 
There is no doubt that Fey de- 
serves to be where she is, 
thanks to her hard work and ob- 
vious talent, but her modesty 
and humor throughout give 
hope and confidence to anyone 
trying to accomplish even a 
fraction of Fey’s achievements. 
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Speaker Addresses Gay Republicans 



By TENILLE GOODMAN 

Staff Writer 

Chris Barron, chairman and 
co-founder of GOProud, spoke 
in Lee Hall on April 1 1 about 
the relationship between homo- 
sexuals and the Republican 
party. 

GOProud is the only conser- 
vative organization currently 
representing homosexuals and 
their allies, according to Bar- 
ron. 

He stressed reasons he sup- 
ports conservative values and 
emphasized the need base their 
votes on the issues alone. 

“Principles are more impor- 
tant than parties,” he said. “It 
should not [be] about partisan- 
ship, getting votes or telling 
people what they want to hear.” 



Barron stated that each 
evening, as he sits at the dinner 
table with his partner to discuss 
the issues facing them, such as 
healthcare, retirement security, 
jobs, and taxes, the policies and 
principles associated with con- 
servative values prove to be 
more beneficial. 

“I believe sincerely that the 
conservative movement is bet- 
ter for gay and lesbian cou- 
ples,” he said. 

As an example, he explained 
that conservatives are in favor 
of allowing citizens to purchase 
insurance across state lines. 
Therefore, same-sex couples 
living in a state that does not 
allow civil unions can buy in- 
surance in states that do sup- 
port such unions, which is, “the 
beauty of a free market” 

During the presentation, 



Barron also lamented that the 
LGBT community has simply 
become a, “special interest 
group for the democrats.” 

In his opinion, democrats try 



and my community,” he said. 

Barron asserted that too 
many people believe, “accep- 
tance is going to come from the 
federal government,” and ex- 



Principles are more important than parties. It 
should not [be] about partisanship, getting 
votes or telling people what they want to hear 



-Chris Barron 



to make the gay community 
feel like they cannot fend for 
themselves and need the federal 
government to solve their prob- 
lems. 

These views from the de- 
mocrats are what influenced 
Barron’s conservative ideology. 

“[I am] supporting policies 
that are better for my family 



plained that people who com- 
plain regularly about the 
government being involved in 
too many aspects of their lives 
are, “closet conservatives.” 
“The biggest discriminator 
is the federal government,” he 
said. 

Democratic principles put, 
“more government in your 



life,” according to Barron. He 
said the motto of sorts for con- 
servatives is, “we need govern- 
ment out of our lives.” 

It boils down to the power 
of the individual over the 
power of the state, he said. Peo- 
ple who value more individual 
power and less government in- 
volvement need to get involved 
with the conservative move- 
ment, he explained. 

Barron said he is looking 
forward to the day when older 
generations of close-minded 
Republicans will be replaced 
by a younger generation th&t 
supports homosexuality. Until 
then, he hopes to, “change 
hearts and minds at the grass- 
roots level” and inspire people 
to become more involved with 
GOProud. 

The Mary Washington Col- 



lege Republicans may very 
well prove to be the younger 
generation Barron seeks. 

The majority of the College 
Republicans are in favor of gay 
rights and gay marriage, club 
president, junior Erica Gouse 
explained. She referred to her 
group as “New Wave Conser- 
vatives” 

“We’re on the same page as 
other students,” Gouse said of 
the College Republicans’ stance 
on rights for homosexuals. 

Overall, the College Repub- 
licans and Barron are trying to 
change the negative, close- 
mind opinion people have of 
republicans and conservative 
values. 

“[We are] not your parents’ 
conservatives,” said Barron. 



Matchmakers Aim to Excite Campus 

The U MW Matchmakers set students up on on-campus dates as a way to get people mingling and making new friends 



By JULIA HOLMES 

Staff Writer 

Matchmaking has been 
around for centuries, but only 
recently has UM W been getting 
some experience in the time- 
honored tradition thanks to one 
the newest groups on campus. 

The UMW Matchmakers 
have been in business less than 
a month now, but they have al- 
ready paired up 50 students on 
dates. 

“People don’t date any- 
more,” said sophomore Eliza- 
beth Brennan, one of the 
founders of the group. 

Brennan, along with the 
other organizers of the pro- 
gram, sophomore Mattson 
Fields and junior Erica Gouse, 
decided to be part of the solu- 
tion and help their peers out. 

The trio is excited to work 



with students so they can find 
romance, or even just meet new 
people, problems the match- 
makers feel are certainly issues 
at UMW. 

“We were hanging out 
and talking about how our 
friends and classmates want 
to meet new people, but 
guys and girls don’t do 
anything about it,” said 
Gouse. 

Students who are look- 
ing for a change can get 
started by filling out the 
matchmakers’ survey so 
they will be entered into 
their database and dates can- 
start being made. 

The survey asks the par- 
ticipant’s name, age, email 
and major, and then three 
questions that the Match- 
makers have carefully con- 
structed so that the 



participant’s personality can be 
understood. It can be requested 
by emailing the matchmakers at 
umwmatchmaker@gmail.com. 

Once a match has been 



made, participants are sent an 
email giving them the first 
name of their date as well as a 
day and time for the event. 
Only the first name is given as 




The 



Courtesy of Elizabeth Brennan 

Matchmakers were on campus last week to publicize the new club 



to cut down on the potential for 
the participants to look each 
other up first. 

“People can Facebook stalk 
any day of the week,” Fields 
explained. 

The dates are scheduled 
to take place at the Nest so 
it is a casual atmosphere 
and so there is no pressure. 
After the initial date, the 
matchmakers will facilitate 
a second meeting, if both 
parties are interested, ex- 
plained Gouse. 

For the matchmakers, 
love is not necessarily the 
ultimate goal. The priority 
of the UMW Matchmakers 
is to give students the op- 
portunity to socialize and 
meet new people. 

“We want UMW to 
have fun and experience 
what it is like to do some- 



thing out of their bubble,” 
Fields said. 

The UMW Matchmakers 
hope that, as this semester 
ends, their hard work will pay 
off for some students. They 
also plan to come back in full 
swing in the fall to make UMW 
Matchmakers a larger presence 
on campus. 

If people continue to partici- 
pate by filling out the surveys 
and going on dates, the match- 
makers hope to organize mixers 
and other events to attract stu- 
dents socialize outside their 
usual crowds. 

For now, however, the 
UMW Matchmakers just hope 
to give students an opportunity 
to experience something new. 

“You’re gonna have dinner 
anyways, so why not have it 
with someone new?” Fields 
said. 



Poet Speaks About Culture 
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mg. 

“I already loved human be- 
ings, but it made me believe 
that human beings are really 
kind-hearted when they see the 
suffering of others," Ahrar said. 

To Ahrar, the chance to 
speak to people of all different 
ages and communities is part of 
a lifelong goal to educate and 
empower as many people as 
possible. 

"I’ve always considered it 
my responsibility if I can’t help 
somebody financially to help 
them spiritually, educationally 
and culturally,” she said. “I 
present the real Afghan to peo- 
ple." 

Ahrar believes it is essential 
for women to seek education so 
they do not become victims of 
domestic violence. Further- 



more, she wants the wants the 
younger generation to be as ed- 
ucated as possible and appreci- 
ate its importance. 

Ahrar believes that people 
can become better educated by 
learning to communicate more 
easily with 



each other. r , , 
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improve com- 
munication by _ Sajia Alaha Ahrar 
learning more 



nament for women and a pride 
'for man.” 

Ahrar can speak seven lan- 
guages including Dari, Pashto, 
Urdu, Hindi, Spanish, Arabic 
and English. Usually, Ahrar 
will read a translated version or 

hand out 

transla- 
tions of 
her po- 
etry to 
her audi- 
ences. 

As a 
result of 
Ahrar ’s 
ability to 



languages. 

“If you know one language, 
you’re one person. If you learn 
two, you’re two persons. If you 
learn three, then you’re three 
persons. Learning languages 
enriches everyone,” she said. “I 
believe that education is an or- 



touch the hearts of others 
through’ her poetry and 
speeches, she was selected to 
receive the World Poetry Am- 
bassador to the United States 
and Afghanistan award for her 
poem “Desire for World Peace” 
at the First World Poetry Inter- 



national Festival in Richmond, 
British Columbia, Canada on 
May 13 and 14. 

The theme of the festival is 
Multicultural Unity and Ahrar 
will be speaking on the history 
of poetry in Afghanistan, read- 
ing selections of her poetry for 
as many as 200 people. 

Ahrar did not expect such a 
positive reception to her work, 
let alone be awarded for her ef- 
forts. If anything, Ahrar feels 
she is simply doing her duty to 
her country and all humanity. 

“I always do what I do for 
me and my conscience . I never 
believe in winning or losing. I 
do not see myself as a player, 
just a responsible human being 
whose goal is to get an educa- 
tion and educate others,” Ahrar 
explained. “It was a dream I 
was dreaming as a child to tell 
the sufferings of my people to 
the world.” 



Cooking Corner: 



Rapid Roasted Potatoes 



By COLEMAN CLARK 

Staff Writer 



I have never met a potato I didn’t like. 

I love potatoes so much they constitute 
three of my five food groups. Mashed or 
fried, crispy or creamy, any way you serve 
them, they are delicious. 

The potato is a staple in American cui- 
sine, especially during summer. Just think 
of the potato chips and potato salad lining 
the tables at every cookout and Fourth of 
July barbeque. 

With every invitation to such an event, I 
am also asked to bring something: a dish, 
drinks, plates or napkins. When did my 
smile and winning personality stop being 
enough for these people? 

When I find myself in such a situation, 

I turn to my old friend the potato. I’m not 
a fan of potato salad, and someone else 
will undoubtedly bring chips, so I spice up 
the selection at the picnic table with my 
rapid roasted potatoes. 

These rapid roasted potatoes require 



minimal effort, but they yield delicious re- 
sults. 

Rapid Roasted Potatoes 

Ingredients 

1/3 cup Rosemary Infused Oil (Recipe 
Follows) 

3 lbs potatoes (Yukon Gold or Baby 
Red suggested) 

5-6 cloves garlic 

Salt and Pepper to taste 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees 

Wash and scrub potatoes to remove dirt. 
Dice potatoes into about 1-inch cubes; you 
don’t have to be precise, but they should 
be bite-sized and fairly uniform to ensure 
even cooking time. 

Next, separate five to six cloves of gar- 
lic from the head and give each a quick 
smash. There’s no need to remove the skin 
entirely when doing this. 

In a large bowl, toss potatoes and garlic 



with the rosemary infused oil. Then 
spread out potatoes and garlic in a single 
layer on a large baking sheet. 

Season with salt and pepper to taste. 

Roast potatoes for approximately one 
hour, flipping potatoes with a metal spat- 
ula every 20 minutes. Garnish with any 
leftover rosemary if desired. 

Rosemary Infused Oil 

Ingredients 

1 cup canola oil 

5 sprigs Rosemary 

3 cloves garlic, lightly smashed 

Directions 

In a saucepan over medium heat, add 
oil, garlic, onion and rosemary. Cook five 
to 1 0 minutes, making sure no ingredients 
begin to bum. 

Remove saucepan from heat and allow 
to cool. Once the oil has cooled, remove 
rosemaiy, garlic and onion. 



The House That 
Vander-built 



◄ SPEECH page 7 

fighting business monopolies 
and uniting the railroad lines, 
Vanderbilt left lasting marks on 
the country, both positive and 
negative. 

Vanderbilt used his un- 
matched power to change the 
economic face of America, but 
his end to the means often left 
citizens reeling in disaster, ac- 
cording to Stiles. 

“I try to present him neither 
as a villain nor as a hero,” 

Stiles said. 

Stiles built his lecture 
around a defense of the signifi- 
cance of biography, the essen- 
tial element of the Great Lives 
lecture series. 

“Biography is sometimes 
scorned by historians,” Stiles 
said. 

He argued that the study of 
great lives reveals the limited 
but real role of individual 
choice in societal patterns. 

“Other people had the op- 
portunity to do what Vanderbilt 
did, but they didn’t do it, Van- 
derbilt did,” Stiles said. “He 
takes the accident that puts him 
in the right place, and he does 
more with it than anyone else.” 



Stiles also emphasized the 
creative aspect of biographical 
writing during the lecture. 

“I think biographers play 
three roles: . . . researcher, his- 
torian and writer,” he said./ 

A lively question and an- 
swer session followed Stiles’ 
lecture. When asked whether 
he thought there are any mod- 
em-day Vanderbilts, Stiles 
laughed. 

“There’s no one around who 
can do that,” said Stiles, ex- 
plaining that Vanderbilt had the 
modem equivalence of more 
power and money than Bill 
Gates. 

Another audience member 
asked whether Stiles consid- 
ered Vanderbilt an honest entre- 
preneur or a robber baron. 

“My answer to that question 
is ‘Yes,’” Stiles said. “He was 
honest in his company deal- 
ings. But ... he often did 
things that often hurt a lot of 
people.” 

A final question focused on 
Vanderbilt’s notoriety for not 
donating money to charity. 

“He donated one percent of 
his wealth,” said Stiles. “He 
didn’t want to waste his money 
on grasping . . . clergymen and 
university types.” 



COUPLE SEEKING 
TO ADOPT 



Able to help you and your 
baby. Loving couple wishes to 
adopt. Will consider open 
adoption. Legal/medical. Call 
Patty and Phil in VA at 
1-888-580-0708 or see us at 
www.pattyandphiladopt.org. 
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This bus was parked in Ball Circle to commemerate the 50th anniversary of the Freedom Rides. 

Reed Commemorates Civil Rights Activists 



4 REED, page 1 

competition to be one of 40 stu- 
dents who will join some of the 
original Freedom Riders on the 
bus to retrace the route of the 
Freedom Rides. It’s a great ac- 
complishment for Charles and a 
wonderful opportunity for him 
to learn from those who made 
history. We are very proud that 
he will be representing all of the 
UMW community on this trip.” 

Interested students were 
asked to submit an application to 
PBS with a description of why 
they wanted to participate, their 
opinion on media’s involvement 
with civic life and a listing of 
their extracurricular activities. 
PBS received approximately 
1,000 applications. 

“I was very confident about 
my application,” Reed said. “I 
dedicated a lot of time and effort 
to it and hoped I would be one of 
the 40 students chosen. after sub- 
mitting it.” 

He credited his confidence to 
his involvement with various ac- 
tivities on campus in addition to 
his awareness of James Farmer. 



“The fact that I am very in- 
volved on campus with clubs 
and organization that focus on 
diversity and inclusiveneSs most 
likely helped [my application],” 
he said. “Also, my knowledge 
of James Farmer and the Free- 
dom Rides coupled with taking 
courses specifically geared to 
studying them was probably 
beneficial as well.” 

This past semester, Reed took 
a class taught by Communica- 
tions Professor Tim O’Donnell 
detailing the history behind the 
1961 Freedom Rides. 

“I think that taking Tim O’- 
Donnell’s Freedom Riders 
course will ■ definitely aid me 
when being on the bus,” Reed 
said. “I have gained a great deal 
of knowledge concerning differ- 
ent perspectives surrounding the 
Freedom Rides.” 

Reed is also actively involved 
with the James Farmer Multicul- 
tural Center and is employed 
there. 

“Being active with [the mul- 
ticultural center] deepened my 
passion to better understand and 



appreciate the values of multi- 
culturalism, diversity, and inclu- 
siveness,” he said. 

Junior Charles Girard, Reed’s 
peer and coworker at the Multi- 
cultural Center, said Reed is de- 
serving of this opportunity. 

“Charles is one of our most 
involved, appreciated and loved 
student leaders here,” Girard 
said. “His acceptance to the 
2011 PBS Freedom Rides shows 
his commitment to diversity and 
human rights, and we all know 
that he will represent UMW and 
Virginia well.” 

Reed said he is looking for- 
ward to taking his experiences at 
UMW and incorporating them 
with the bus tour. 

“This is an experience of a 
lifetime,” he said. “I feel that the 
201 1 Student Freedom Ride is a 
great way for me to end my col- 
legiate career and share my per- 
sonal experiences with not only 
the other students on the bus, but 
America.” 

Girard feels that this ride will 
act as a starting point to Reed’s 
future and his commitment to 



activism. 

“Going on this ride will be a 
great end to his college career, 
but will just be a stop in his life- 
long commitment to diversity 
and equal rights,” Girard said. 

Reed said he is looking for- 
ward to many aspects of the trip, 
including meeting other partici- 
pating students. 

“However, I am most looking 
forward to being on the bus and 
meeting some of the original 
Freedom Riders,” he said. “That 
will be an unforgettable yet in- 
sightful experience.” 

Reed does not think that 
enough people are familiar with 
James Farmer and his contribu- 
tion to the Civil Rights Move- 
ment. 

“Being that he was the strate- 
gist and organizer behind the 
Freedom Rides, along with his 
history at UMW, I think that is 
awesome that I will have the op- 
portunity to serve as his 
‘spokesperson’ while on the 
ride,” said Reed. 

The bus will make its first 
stop May 8 at UMW. 



Lewis and Filner to 
Speak at Graduation 
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Filner, bom in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., was 18 years old when he 
in having him as a speaker. In participated in the Freedom 
the following months they dis- Rides, according to his cam- 
cussed scheduling and Cooper paign site. 



found that Lewis’ staff was im- 
pressed by all the work UMW 
was doing to celebrate the Free- 
dom Rides’ 50th anniversary. 

Cooper 
described 
Lewis as one 
of the, 

“Mount 
Rushmore 
faces of the 
Civil Rights 
movement,” 
and expressed 
his admira- 
tion for the 
way Lewis 
has continued 



In February 20 1 1 , he attended 
a Freedom Rides commemora- 
tion held by a local, non-UMW 
group in Fredericksburg. While 
he was irt the 
area, he stopped 
by the campus, 
Wilder said. The 
university ap- 
proached him to 
see if he would 
be interested in 
speaking at the 



Most people don ’t nec- 
essarily remember their 
commencement speakers, ' 

[but Lewis] is one of the 
giants of the Civil Rights 
Movement. You can say, 

‘He spoke to me. ’ 

— Richard Cooper graduate com- 
mencement and 
Filner agreed. 

According to 
Wilder, graduation speakers are 
not paid for their commence- 
ment addresses. On occasion 



to serve as a 
leader throughout his life. 

' “Most people don’t necessar- 
ily remember their commence- they are compensated for their 
ment speakers,” Cooper said, travel expenses, but Lewis’ and 
“[But Lewis] is one of the giants Fiber’s addresses to the student 
of the Civil Rights Movement, bodies will come at no cost to 
You can say, ‘He spoke to me.’” the university. 

Hurley Addresses 
One-Strike Forum 
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attended an SSDP meeting. 

In addition, Searcy said will 
come to any future discussions 
and encouraged the students to 
“Beat the thing up so that when 
you walk out you know you’re 
doing the right thing for Mary 
Washington.” 

Junior Kyle Swecker, started 
the club in January and said he 
was proud of the recruiting he’s 
accomplished as president since 
the beginning of the spring se- 
mester. 

A common misconception is 
that SSDP only fights for mari- 



juana; however, according to the 
official SSDP website, “when 
SSDP works on marijuana pol- 
icy reform, it is part of an effort 
to attack drug prohibition in its 
entirety.” 

He plans to have more dis- 
cussions like this next year in 
order to attract the whole student 
body as well as faculty and 
strengthen the campus-wide 
movement. 

Swecker stressed the impor- 
tance of community and con- 
cluded by saying, “We need to 
stick together to show that we 
want this.” 



Government Pushes Schools to End Illegal Downloading 



By BULLET STAFF 

Changes made to the Higher 
Education Opportunity Act in 
2008 and implemented in 2010 
have given the government new 
power to combat the illegal 
downloading of music, other 
media and software from the In- 
ternet on college campuses, 
which has been possible since 
the release of Napster in 1999. 

Specifically, post-secondary 
schools are required to notify 
students annually of the conse- 
quences of copyright violation at 
both an institutional and federal 
level. In addition, schools re- 
ceiving Title IV funding are re- 
quired to have a plan in place to 
combat technological copyright 
violations. 

In compliance with the 
changes to the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act, the University 
of Mary Washington sent an 
email to students at the begin- 
ning of the 2010-201 1 academic 
year explicitly outlining what 
copyright violation is, how it can 
be avoided and the penalties for 
violating it, according to Associ- 
ate Vice President of University 
Relations George Farrar. Along 
with the fine a court may levy 



against copyright violators, the 
school can also take disciplinary 
actions through the Judicial Re- 
view Board or Honor Council. 

UMW’s Judicial Review 
Board stated in an email that it 
has not received a case in at least 
the past four years in which 
someone was charged with com- 
puter abuse. 

Ray Tuttle, Director of Judi- 
cial Affairs and Community Re- 
sponsibility, handles many of the 
allegations of Internet copyright 
violation. 

“In the past, I have advised 
students who have been brought 
to our attention as allegedly par- 
ticipating in this behavior to re- 
move any illegally downloaded 
files from their computer, plus 
any file-sharing software that 
they used,” Tuttle said. 

He added that if any subse- 
quent allegations of illegal 
downloading occur, the situation 
may be handled through a for- 
mal judicial process, and could 
even be construed as an addi- 
tional honor code violation. 

“Nothing prohibits the copy- 
right owners themselves, or 
agencies representing them, 
from taking legal action on their 
own, outside of any actions 



taken by UMW,” Tuttle said. 

Vice President of Student Af- 
fairs Douglas Searcy added that 
because the UMW Honor Code 
includes any type of lying, 
cheating or stealing, which ille- 
gal downloading could fall 
under, he does not believe it 
needs to be changed. 

Unlike UMW, Tulane Uni- 
versity in New Orleans takes a 
different approach to illegal 
downloading. The administra- 
tion uses CopySense by Audible 
Magic Corp, which can "identify 
and block illegal sharing of 
copyrighted files while allowing 
other legitimate peer-to-peer 
uses to continue," according to 
Tulane's Internet Security web- 
site. 

CopySense helps a college 
"fully comply with the provi- 
sions of the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act of 2008, which 
deals with illegal peer-to-peer 
file sharing of copyrighted 
works — without draining your 
IT resources," according to the 
program’s website. 

Students caught by Copy- 
Sense receive a variety of esca- 
lating penalties. They range 
from a warning that their activi- 
ties are illegal and five minutes 








Marie Sicola/Bullet Photo Editor 

Students use the Trinkle computer lab, to which the school provides free access. 
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of blockage from the school's In- 
ternet, to a warning and 48 hours 
of blockage from the school's In- 
ternet, according to case studies 
on Audible Magic's website. 

According to Tulane sopho- 
more Greg Guest, students at 
Tulane persist in illegally down- 
loading media despite the 
school’s watchdog software. 

Guest is one such student, 
himself. 

"[At] Tulane, if they catch 
you [they] will suspend your In- 
ternet privileges for a couple 
days on the first offense and 
after that I believe the repercus- 
sions get worse until they finally 
don't allow you to use the Tulane 
network," Guest explained. 

As UMW’s Internet service 
provider, Apogee oversees band- 
width allocations, technical sup- 
port and in some cases, 
copyright violation complaints, 
among other duties. 

According to Nat Nealeigh, 
Director of Marketing and Com- 
munications for Apogee, Apogee 
does not “have a policy [for ille- 
gally downloading media] un- 
less the school has one." 

The company does not neces- 
sarily take action on students 
that download illegally, prefer- 
ring to remain neutral and 
choose not to monitor students’ 
Internet usage. They do, how- 
ever, relay letters to students 
from organizations like the 
Recording Industry of America 
and the Motion Picture Associa- 
tion of America when those or- 
ganizations detect the illegal 
downloading of one of their 
products through Apogee’s sys- 
tems. 

Nealeigh said that Apogee 
has passed 40 notices on to 



UMW students in the past six 
months. Not all of those were 
necessarily violations. 

Several students have admit- 
ted to illegally downloading 
files, and believe that it is ex- 
tremely common. 

“Everybody downloads,” 
said sophomore Nathan Bent. 

Sophomore Wolana Day dis- 
agreed, saying she does not ille- 
gally download media or know 
how to do so. 

Junior Shannon Swanson ad- 
mitted to being tempted to 
download things illegally prima- 
rily because of financial reasons. 
Scoring free, powerful and ex- 
pensive software like Adobe 
Photoshop, which otherwise 
starts at $699, is an attractive 
deal for Swanson. 

“I don’t know how [UMW’s 
copyright policing system] 
works, but I’m pretty sure they 
don’t [screen for illegal behav- 
ior] as much as they’d like peo- 
ple to believe,” Swanson said, 
adding that her only real concern 
was the government or the Inter- 
net provider. 

Jim Groom, an Instructional 
Technology Specialist in 
UMW’s Division of Teaching 
and Learning Technologies, of- 
fered another opinion. 

“If you are worried about il- 
legal downloading, and if you’re 
worried about copyright, then 
you might as well block 
YouTube and social media sites 
on the web, because every single 
person on campus is breaking 
copyright a hundred times a 
day,” he said. 

Groom added that some of it 
wasmot even intentional. 

“I don’t mean that everyone 
[is illegally downloading] songs 



or videos, but if they’re watch- 
ing YouTube, nine times out of 
10, they’re breaking copyright,” 
he continued. 

He believes that universities 
are in a unique position in the 
overarching copyright debate, 
because the average person 
/struggles for creative freedom, 
while corporations like the Mo- 
tion Picture Association of 
America wrestle for greater con- 
trol over their product. 

Meanwhile, academics find 
themselves caught in between. 

“If universities are about 
sharing learning and culture, 
then we are living in a world that 
is trying desperately to prevent 
[them from doing so],” Groom 
said. 

He theorized that piracy is a 
symptom of a larger problem. 
According to Groom, it is a side- 
effect of traditional business 
models that are used to dealing 
with the traditional world of 
newspaper, DVDs and books, 
suddenly encountering digital 
culture. 

Assistant Professor of Eng- 
lish Zachery Whalen is also in- 
vested in the future of copyright 
regulations, and specializes in 
New Media, a field greatly influ- 
enced by the Internet. 

“Laws about it are so convo- 
luted that when people come up 
with their own policies, they 
tend to be very conservative to 
avoid possible litigation,” 
Whalen stated regarding copy- 
right laws. 

Leighanne Ellis, Ben Yazman, 
Nancy Belle, Lainey Paek and 
Taylor Schurmanns contributed 
to this report. 



Have any ideas, tips or suggestions? E-mail newsxcrew@gmail.com 
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Track and Field Teams’ Take Third Place 



York takes the men ’s crown while Salisbury claims the women s title in the CAC Championships 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



The men’s and women’s track and field teams each took third place in this past 
weekend’s CAC championship meet. 



By ANDREW KADA 

Staff Writer 

This past Saturday and Sun- 
day, April 16 and 1 7, the Univer- 
sity of Mary Washington men’s 
and women’s track and field 
teams traveled up to York Col- 
lege in York, Pa. to compete in 
the Capital Athletic Conference 
championship meet. 

Forecasts of torrential storms 
and downpour threatened to 
postpone the meet, however, the 
starting gun went off as planned 
on Saturday morning, as athletes 
endured the miserable weather 
conditions. Events gradually 
continued throughout the day 
with the meet ultimately con- 
cluding on Sunday. 

After finally scoring the two- 
day meet, the York men’s team 
was named the CAC 
champion for the first 
time in 20 years, and 
Salisbury’s women’s 
team repeated as con- 
ference champions. 

Despite UMW’s 
loss to two major con- 
ference rivals, Mary 
Washington head 
coach Stan Soper was 
not disappointed in 
how his athletes per- 
formed and the ac- 
complishments they 
made. 

“I felt our team 
‘put everything on the 
line’ and gave it their 
best efforts under some very dif- 
ficult-conditions,” Soper said. “I 
was proud of both teams in how 
they handled the adversity.” 

Last weekend’s losses are re- 



minders that not only individual, 
but team improvements must 
continuously happen each year. 

“The competition at the CAC 
championship gets better and 
better every year,” Soper said. 
“The results from this weekend 
are not indicative of the quality 
of athletes in this conference. 
Every team out there put up a 
good fight.” 

In the first event of the meet, 
the men’s 10,000-meter run, 
UMW sophomore Sean Healy 
took second place with a time of 
33:30.13. In the women’s race, 
senior Madalyn Crowell placed 
third with a performance of 
42:45.70. 

For the men’s 1 1 0-meter hur- 
dle race, freshmen Dalton 
Echard finished in third place 
with a time of 17.79. In the 



women’s 100-meter hurdle com- 
petition, sophomore Brooke 
Thompson had a second place 
performance of 1 7.02. 



In the 3000-meter steeple 
chase, junior Chris Marino leapt 
to an impressive second place 
time of 10:03.20. For the 1,500- 
meter run, the Eagles’ senior pair 
of Sarah Dawes and Kristy 
Witek seized first and third 
place, respectively. Dawes had a 
time of 4:57.54 and Witek 
posted 5:10.73. 

In an impressive rookie per- 
formance, freshmen Kaytlen 
Keller dominated the 400-meter 
run. Keller departed the track 
with a winning time of 1:01.12 
to become the event’s new CAC 
champion. 

Racing in the half mile, soph- 
omore Matt Shaughnessy and 
freshmen Phil Wahlman took 
second and third place. For the 
800-meter distance, the men 
closely finished with the times 
2:00.02 and 2:00.69, 
respectively. On the 
women’s side, Dawes 
doubled back for an- 
other impressive finish 
taking third place with 
a time of 2:27.74. 

Running the 

women’s 400-meter 
hurdles, Thompson 
earned her second 
place finish with 
1:13.14 and teammate 
sophomore Michele 
Sutherland champi- 
oned the event with 
1:12.52. 

In the 200 meter 
dash, previously 
named 400-meter run champion 
Keller, doubled back for a third 
place success with her time of 
27.63, less than three-tenths of a 



second off first place. 

In the men’s 5,000-meter run, 
sophomore Scott Plunkett fin- 
ished the twelve and a half lap 
race in a time of 1 6.2 1 .89, cross- 
ing the line in third. 

Among the meet’s relays, the 
Eagles best perfonnances came 
from the men’s and women’s 
4x400 squads, each of' which 
finished in second place. The 
men’s relay of senior Scott 
Matthiessen, Wahlman, junior 
Bobby Tillett and Shaughnessy 
had a time of 3:29.74. For the 
women, freshmen Kelsey Carter, 
senior Stacy Keser, Sutherland, 
and Dawes posted a collective 
time of 4:14.29. 



Throughout the weekend’s 
field events, senior Matt Gellar 
launched his way to a second 
place mark in the hammer throw 
with 41.03 meters, as well as a 
third place finish in the shot put 
with a distance of 13.42 meters. 
For the women’s javelin throw, 
senior Amanda Zapata secured 
third place with a pitch of 32.26 
meters. 

Among the meet’s jumps, 
sophomore Nathaniel Saint- 
Preux took first in the men’s 
triple jump with a leap of 12.88 
meters. In the women’s long 
jump, junior Yun Lee soared to a 
second place distance of 4.94 
meters. Meanwhile, in the 



women’s triple jump, Sutherland 
took third • with her mark of 
10.15 meters. 

After the meet’s calculations, 
final team scores were posted 
with the men’s champion of 
York totaling 1 60 points, runner 
up Salisbury ending with 142 
points and Mary Washington 
claiming third with 130.33, suc- 
cumbing to Salisbury for second 
by less than 12 points. 

For the women’s field, the 
champion Salisbury team accu- 
mulated 2 1 3 points, York took a 
distant second with 148 points 
and Mary Washington earned 
third with their 1 1 5 point per- 
formance. 



“The competition at the CAC 
championship gets better and 
better every year. The results 
from this weekend are not in- 
dicative of the quality of athletes 
in this conference. Every team 
out there put up a good fight. ” 

- Head Coach Stan Soper 
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Baseball Falls in Conference Title Game 




Courtesy of Clint Often 

Sophomore Michael Straub struck out 12 and earned 
the win in his start against St. Mary’s. 



By WESLEY HOST 

Staff Writer 

The Mary Washington base- 
ball team came into the 2011 
season looking to repeat as Cap- 
ital Athletic Conference champi- 
ons. Coming into the conference 
tournament, they were 21-13, 
and had a schedule full of 
strong, out of conference teams 
such as Christopher Newport 
University, Catholic University 
and Gettysburg College. 

Last year’s senior heavy- 
weights Will Wright, Nick Es- 
pinosa and Seamus Bergen 



graduated last spring, but a new 
a wave of freshmen joined the 
squad giving the Eagles depth in 
the lineup. Among the talented 
new faces were first baseman 
Beattie Southerland, right fielder 
Connor Finnerty and third base- 
man Mitchell Herringshaw. 

In their first game against St. 
Mary’s College, in the double 
elimination conference tourna- 
ment, the Eagles lost 8-2. Jun- 
iors Brent Steffey and Santino 
Rosanova led the Mary Wash- 
ington offense with three hits 
apiece, but it wasn’t enough to 
spur on the Eagles’ offense. With 



the loss, UMW had to take on 
top-ranked Salisbury College. 

Salisbury was the regular sea- 
son CAC champions and fin- 
ished their season with a 2 1 - 1 1 
record. The Eagles went 1-2 
against the Sea .Gulls during the 
regular season, but the two 
hadn’t played since March 13. 
UMW sophomore Michael 
Straub couldn’t have picked a 
better day to have arguably the 
best game of his collegiate ca- 
reer. Straub allowed three runs 
(two earned) in his 7.2 innings 
and fanned 1 2 to record his fifth 
win of the season. When the 
final out was recorded, the score 
was 11-3 and allowed the Eagles 
to stay alive for another day. The 
offense came from senior Jack- 
son Clement, who homered and 
doubled to rack up three RBI, 
while fellow senior Eric Rehbein 
doubled, singled and homered 
en route to his own three RBI 
game. 

With the win the Eagles ad- 
vanced to Saturday where they 
took on Wesley College. The Ea- 
gles again dominated the oppo- 
sition, winning 11-7. Senior 
Parker Talbert toed the rubber 
for UMW and pitched 5.1 solid 
innings, surrendering five runs 
(four earned) and striking out 
three. Sophomore Torey Man- 
cari was called on from the 
bullpen to close out the rest of 
the game, as he gave up one run 
in his 3.2 innings of work and 
fanned seven for the save. 
Clement was again a major of- 



fensive weapon for the Ea- 
gles, as he went 3-4 with four 
RBI and was a double shy of 
the cycle. Rehbein added a 
pair of hits and scored three 
runs in the Mary Washington 
victory. 

By defeating Wesley, the 
Eagles advanced to the cham- 
pionship game, where they 
took on Frostburg State. It 
was the ninth time in the past 
1 1 years that the UMW base- 
ball team has made it to the 
CAC Championship game. In 
that time span the Eagles 
have only won the grand 
prize three times. 

In the double elimination 
style tournament, Mary 
Washington had to win two 
games against the Bobcats, 
who had yet to lose a game, 
if they were going to be 
crowned tournament champi- 
ons. fn the first game, the Ea- 
gles’ bats came to life as they 
overwhelmed Frostburg State. 
UMW slugged 22 hits and 
scored 15 runs in their 15-6 rout 
of the Bobcats. Junior* Brent 
Steffey hammered out five hits 
and Clement again came 
through with three hits and four 
RBI. Junior Shane Sixsmith and 
freshman Beattie Southerland 
also had three hits apiece, while 
junior Santino Rosanova drove 
in three runs. 

Mary Washington came out 
strong once again in the second 
game. The Eagles drew first 
blood, leading 2-0 in the first in- 



ning, but Frostburg responded 
by scoring three runs in the sec- 
ond inning. The Eagles didn’t 
know it at the time, but they had 
seen their last lead of the game. 
Southerland, Rehbein, Steffey, 
and Herringshaw all had two 
hits, while Herringshaw also led 
UMW by driving in three runs. 
Mary Washington called on Re- 
hbein to pitch on short rest, and 
he allowed five runs in 5.2 in- 
nings to take the loss. 

Sophomore Joe Carleton 
used the simple analogy as run- 
ning out of gas to justify the loss. 
The Eagles had played five 
games in four days during the 
tournament, which no doubt put 



an extra physical and mental 
strain on the players: 

Even though the Eagles’ con- 
ference title chances are over 
this year, they still have a good 
portion of their season remain- 
ing. Mary Washington still has a 
chance for an at-large bid in the 
NCAA Tournament if they can 
finish their season off strong 
against non-conference oppo- 
nents such as Ferrum College, 
Johns Hopkins University and 
Randolph-Macon College. The 
next home game for the UMW 
baseball team will be on May 3, 
when they take on Newport 
News Apprentice School at 2 
p.m. 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



The Eagles had many men on the basepaths on their 
journey to the CAC championship game. 



Lacrosse Dismantles Bobcats 

Women’s lacrosse 19-7 win advances them in the CAC Tournament 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



Junior goalie Danielle Guigli earned a win in each of 
UMW’s CAC Tournament games. 



By STEVE 
SILVERTHORNE 

Staff Writer 

Junior All-American Cather- 
ine Kennedy became just the 
third player in school history to 
surpass 100 points in a season 
and also broke the UMW record 
for career goals scored, as the 
University of Mary Washington 
women's lacrosse team defeated 
Frostburg State University, 19-7, 
on Sunday in the first round of 
the Capital Athletic Conference 
Tournament. 

The victory improved the Ea- 
gles to 12-6 on the season, and 
allowed them to advance to the 
CAC semifinals at Stevenson. 

“It is an honor to land these 
career accolades, and I wish to 
hopefully gain some more hon- 
ors,” Kennedy said. “However, 
no individual honor is as impor- 
tant as winning the CAC tourna- 
ment for me and my teammates 
and then going as deep as we can 
into the NCAA tournament.” 

Only a junior, Kennedy is on 
a historic pace that would earn 
her plenty more awards and ce- 
ment a legacy. 

Kennedy scored four goals 
and added two assists, giving her 
1 03 points on the year (69 goals, 
34 assists). She now has 227 ca- 
reer goals, four more than Pam 
Heller, who previously held the 
school record. She was joined 
for the team lead in goals in the 
win over the Bobcats by junior 
classmate Lauren Callison, who 
added four scores herslef. Keller 



Torrey led UMW with seven 
points, as she netted two goals 
and added a game-high five as- 
sists. Jenna Petrucelli scored 
four points as well, scoring three 
goals and adding one assist for 
the Eagles. v 

The sixth-seeded Bobcats 
struck first against the third- 
seeded Eagles. Frostburg State 
junior Ali Kapustin scored off an 
assist from sophomore Taylor 
Cassatt for the opening goal less 
than two minutes into game ac- 
tion. 

Mary Washington rebounded 
to score five-straight goals, in- 
cluding two from Callison, over 



a 5:37 span for a 5-1 lead. FSU 
halted the run when senior Brit- 
tany Spencer fed sophomore 
Chelsea Feeney for a score at 
with just over 20 minutes to play 
in the first half. UMW answered 
again with a game controlling 7- 
0 run behind two goals each 
from Addie Hawley and Jenna 
Petrucelli for a 12-2 lead. The 
Bobcats opened the second half 
as they did the first, when Cas- 
satt scored at 26:39 to slightly 
cut the deficit. 

However, Mary Washington 
responded with another run of 
goals, this time scoring five 
unanswered. Callison scored 



two more goals during the 
outburst and the Eagles led 

18- 5 with 11:50 left in regu- 
lation. Mary Washington 
added an exclamation point 
to its fantastic afternoon with 
the game’s final goal, scored 
by Fiona Curtis, to seal the 

19- 7 victory. 

The Eagles attempted 41 
shots, with 13 goals on* 20 
shots in the opening half. 
UMW was 5 -of- 7 on free-po- 
sition shots and picked up 23 
ground balls. The Eagles also 
forced 26 turnovers in the 
game. Junior Danielle Guigli 
and Kathryn Stiltz each had 
four saves for Mary Washing- 
ton, with Guigli notching the 
win. 

“ft was an all round team 
game today,” Guigli said fol- 
lowing the victory. “Every- 
body stepped up and made 
big shots and made big stops 
defensively. Hopefully we can 
carry this team play and momen- 
tum into the semifinals where 
we know it will be a much 
tougher game.” 

The Eagles took on Steven- 
son University on Tue. April 19, 
and won a triple-overtime 
thriller over the Mustangs 16-15. 
The latest win improved the 
UMW women’s lacrosse team to 
13-6 on the season, and allowed 
them to advance to the CAC 
Championship game. Mary 
Washington will now travel to 
play Salisbury University in the 
conference title game on Fri. 
April 22, at 7 p.m. 



Athlete of the Week 



Mary Washington junior Catherine Kennedy 
was named as a CAC Women’s Lacrosse 
Player of the Week. Kennedy scored 1 2 points 
(nine goals and three assists) in UMW’s pair of 
weekend games. 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



UMW Athletics 
Weekend Recap 

the No. 1 seed in the conference 
tournament, easily handled the 
Seahawks, as each UMW player 
rolled to victory over their Sal- 
isbury counterpart. With the vic- 
tory, the top-seeded. Eagles 
advanced to the CAC champi- 
onship game, which they will 
host today at 4 p.m. 

Like the men’s squad, the 
women’s tennis team had no 
trouble with St. Mary’s in the 
semifinals of the conference 
tournament. The Lady Eagles 
coasted to a 9-0 win, with four 
of the UMW singles players not 
they trashed Hood College 18-4 dropping so much as a set 
in the first round of the Capital against their Seahawk oppo- 
Athletic Conference Touma- nents. The win secured Mary 
ment. The Eagles scored the first Washington a spot in the CAC 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



The men’s tennis team destroyed St. Mary’s College. 

five 'goals of the contest, and 
after the Blazers notched their 
first goal, UMW responded by 
scoring five more unanswered 
goals. The Eagles dominated the 
ball for most of the game, out- 
shooting Hood 52-27 and own- 
ing the gro'und ball battle, 48-23. 

UMW had 1 0 different players 
score goals, led by John 
Bohlinger’s five points (three 
goals and two assists). The 
men’s lacrosse team’s season 
came to an end yesterday when 
they lost 1 5-5 to Salisbury Uni- 
versity in the CAC Tournament 
semifinals. 

This past Monday, April 18, 
the men’s tennis team demol- 
ished St. Mary’s College 9-0 in 
the semifinals of their CAC 
Tournament. The men’s tennis 
team, ranked 23rd nationally and 



title matchup against Salisbury 
today, when the Sea Gulls come 
down to Fredericksburg to 
square off against the Eagles. 

The UMW softball team lost 
two of their three games over the 
weekend to be eliminated from 
the CAC Tournament field. The 
Lady Eagles lost to Frostburg 
State University 4- 1 in their sec- 
ond round matchup on Fri. April 
15. The following day, Mary 
Washington beat Stevenson Uni- 
versity 5-4 to stave off elimina- 
tion, and then fell to Frostburg 
State again, this time 4-2, to end 
their hopes of a conference 
championship. On Tue. April 19, 
the Eagles split a doubleheader 
against Catholic University (2-0, 
2-6) to wrap up their season and 
reach the 20-win plateau. 



By ZACH MORETTI 

Sports Editor 

The vast majority of the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington’s 
sports teams competed in their 
respective conference tourna- 
ments this past weekend. With 
so many games in action, there 
was an excess of things to cover, 
so here’s a recap of how the 
teams who didn’t get full articles 
faired in their weekend games. 

The UMW men’s lacrosse 
team tied a school, record for 
wins in a single season when 









